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3 TT is Matter of the moſt melincholly Conſidera- 4 
Y I tion, to think how ſad an Account all will have "i 
to make to God, that have not taken all poſſible 
; Care, and uſed all proper Means for the Iuſtruction, 


Converſion, and Salvation of their Children and Ser- 
vants, You little think of it, it is probable, but it is 
molt true, that God will require their Blood at your 
Hands. And better that Parent or Maſter had never, 
had a Family, than that any Soul ſhould be ruined by 
his Neglet; nay, they will be miſerable, who do 
not all they can daily for their Inſtruction, by Perſua- 
ſion, Counſel and Advice, and that do not endeavour 
by Prayer, Reading, and good Examples to convince 

them of the Worth and Danger of their Souls, the 

Reality of invinſible Things, ard their Nearneſs to 

them, But how much more ſad will it be with thoſe 
who are Tempters to Sin, who by their Scandels har. 
den avy in Sin, or to tempt them to Pride or Luſt, 
or fleſhly Pleaſures, or draw them to vain Company, 
and from God's Worſhip, and deride God's Word and: 
4 Holineſs of Life! Tf God ſhould, as it were, by a 
Miracle of free Grace convert and fave ſuch Wret⸗ 
ches, they cannot convert and fave thoſe whom they 
| 8 dave 
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ba ve ed and drawn into Sin; and what 


Thoughts ſuch will have if they come to Heaven, 
to know of Souls in Hell, whom they have brought 
thither we cannot tell : 


izd Meeting will ſuch Parents and careleſs Maſters 
have, when they ſee thoſe whoſe Ruin they have oc» 


caſiened by Temptation or Neglect? To hear them 
cry ing out, Curſed be the Day that ever I came into 


your Family, or was born to you, who have been ſo 


cruel to me, and never told me my Danger, or how 


to eſcape it; and now I am undone for ever! O, 


that I had never known you! O, that I had never 

been born! How piercing, how uneaſy will ſuch- Up- 

traidings be? © | 
Let theſe Thoughts ſtir up all, and eſpecially Belie- if 


vers, to labour to ſave Souls from the Power and 
Snares of Devils. Make hafle to help poor miſerable 
S vals before Death put them paſt Remedy, or Sin 
hath hardered their Hearts. Do you love your Neigh- 
bours as yourſeives? And will you ſuffer them to con- 
tinve in [znorance, Worldlineſs azd Prophaneneſs, 


and do little or noth! nz to dave them ? If you ſaw 


them fill down in a Jwook, you would help them; - 
or if their Houſrs were on fire, you would readily 
And do you believe a Hell, and 

t help Sinners? The Devil ſeeks Night and Day to 
3 and will you do nothing to fave Souls? If 
yon cannot do, what you would, do what you can. 
Take it to be your Duty and Work, for which you 
maſt give an Account to God, Often ask yourſelves, 
What have I done for God or Souls this Week or this 


Day? Begin at Home, and give to all an Example 


ef Holineſs, 
not the wats of your Children and Grants with a few 


Meekneſs and Selt-denial ; and betray 
flizht Words, but with Love and Diligence labour to 
make them underſtand God's Word, and the Things 
that make their Salvation; catechize them, and help 
them to underſtand and apply it; keep them from all 


in 
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But if ſuch die unconverted, 
the Preſence and Torment of thoſe whom they have 
tempted will but encreaſe their own. Ah! what a 
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ill Company , render God's Service to them as ho- 


nourable and pleaſant as it is neceſſary. To quicken 
you, conſider Time is ſhort, Souls are precious, Hell 


is dreadful, Heaven is joyful. The Devil and his 


Servants are buſy ; be not idle while he hath many 


helping on his Work, and cheating many of their 


Souls; and for your Encourapement you may be aſ- 


ſured, if you are ſincere, it ſhall not be in vain. Con- 
deſcend to the leaſt and lowelt, doing all with Humi- 


lity and winning Love: Put good Books into your 
Hands; and ſor ſuch as are not able to purehaſe, or 
have not Time to read larger Treatiſes, this, which 
is taken out of the beſt Authors, may be of good Ser- 
vice. You would find the Advantage, if you made 
your Children and Servants to learn the ten Heads, 
one after another, not burdening them with it, and 

then you may read what is under by Way of Expla- 
nation. And in order to enforce it, I beg of you for 
God and Chriſt s Sake, for your own, your Chil- 


2 dren, and Soul's Sake, do all you can for their Salva- 


tion every Day. | g 5 
Pray conſider that the Matters of your Soul and 
Eternity, as they are of the greateſt Weight and Con- 
fequence, ſo they deſerve the greateſt Conſideration 

and Seriouſneſs. It is a known Paſſage of Secretary 
Walſingham z. I ham ſerious, and 'tis fit I ſhould be 
„ fo, for all are ſo round about me: God is ſerious 
„ in obſerving us, Jeſus Chriſt is ſerious in interced- 
„ ing for us. The holy Spirit is ſerious in ſtrivirg 
& with us. The Truths of God are ſerious Truths. 
„ his Laws, his Promiſes, Threatenings, are all ſeri- 
& ous; Angels are ſerious in their Adminiſtrations to 
us: our ſpiritual Enemies are ſerious in their At- 


„ tempts againſt us; glorified Saints are ſerious in the 


% Embraces of divine Love; poor damned Sinners 
< cannot but be ſerious under the Pourings out of di- 
«© vine Wrath; and we ourſelves ſhall be ferious 
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©. F Believe there is a God, wks 3 preſerves and 
maintains me, without whom [1 cannot live a 


Moment, who hath given a Law by which I muſt be 


governed at preſent, and judged hereafter : So that 1 


am not at liberty to do, ſpeak, or think what I will, 
But am bound to know, obey, love, worſhip, ſerve, and 
glorify him who is my chief End, and — ta be my 
eternal Happineſs, _ 


God is a Being of erent e 0 


Majeſty, of tranſcendent Holineſs and Purity, of infi- 
nite and glorious Excellencies. He is an Object moſt 
worthy of our Love and choiceſt Aﬀettions, and moſt 


able to reward them. It is our Life and Bleſſedneſs, 
and muſt be our Buſineſs to love him; and if our Af. 


fections are ſet upon other Things more than him, 
they are miſplaced, aud it will never be well with us 


till we come near to him, till we know him better, 


till we love him more. No greater Bleſſedneſs can be 


Geſired than perfect, endleſs, mutual Love. Herein 


we mult eſpecially ſee to it that we are ſincere, for it 
is the Life and Power of Godlineſs, without which 
all our holy Duties will not avail us. Can that Perſon 


be ſuppoſed to love God, who cares not how little he 


thinks. or ſpeaks of him, hath no Delight in his Ser- 
vice, no Zeal fer his Honour and Glory ? Certain it 


* is, whatever hath our chief Love, we make a God 
of it; and if we love not the true God above all 


Things, we love him not- as God. Now, ſince fo- 


much depends on this, it will be good for us to try 
where our Love is fixed ; if upon God in the Manner 


kx ought, we ſhall be careful to pleaſe him, fearful 
lea 


Ten ConsIDERATIONS 
N. cceſſary to be believed and profiifed i in order 


d 
a 


i nd 
®A . 


er 


L af * 
* 


. 


by 


n , 5. 34. A ©. 2 


leaſt we offend him, frequently and diligently think- 
ing on him, and ſhall make his Word th= Rule of our 
Practice: The Thoughts of being in Heaven with - 
him, whoſe Holine's and Love are in Perfection, will 


be the moſt pleafing to our Minas. and more deſired 
than the Riches, Honours, and fleſhly Pleatu es of 
this World If we love God as we ought, we ſhall 
long for the Holineſs of the World, and the Proſperi- 
ty of the Church, and the Good of the Badies and 
Souls of all Men; and heartily pr:v for haitiowing of 
God's Name, the coming of his Kingdom, and the 
doing of his Will on Earth as it is Gone in Heaven 
and when conſequent upon this endeavouring to do 
what Good we can in our Buſineſs and Pleaſure, we 


XX ſhall thereby evidence the Sincerity of our Love te 
God. But how can any ſay they are Lovers of God, 
when their Hearts are not with him, but are Lovers 
ol Pleaſures, and are more devoted to them than ts 
him? If we would hearken to Conſcience, it would 
do its Office faithfully; it would tell us that the 
World hath more of our Hearts than God or Heaven, 
and that our Thoughts are more forward. and ready 
upon worldly Concerns and Pleaſures than upon God. 
Lou knew what it is to love your Friends, your Mo- 
ney, your Pleaſures; but do you know what it is, 


by as good Experience to love God? 


Now, ſince it is a Buſineſs we are often employed 
in, to worſhip this great and glorious God, and he is 
more honoured and diſhonoured thereby than in all 
other Actions of our Lives, Love ſhould eſpecially in- 
fluence us to do it in the Manner he requires: It will 
teach us whenever we engage in God's holy Worſhip, 
whether ſecret, family, or public, to perform it with 
holy Fear and humble Reverence, with the gteateſt 
Fntenſeneſs of Mind, and with all the Powers and Fa- 
culties of the Soul. We ſhall then be molt lively 

when thus employed: Our Love will then ſhew itſelf 

in admiring Thoughts and dutiful Wills, in ingenious _ 
Fear and humble Confidence, in chearful Praiſes and 
profaynd Adorations. Our love to God will ſuggeſt 
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to us ſuch Things 28 may make us careful in dur Ser- 


vice of him: It will teach us to remember when en- 
gaged in God's Worſhip, that he is always preſent 
with us; his Eye is continually upon us, to obſerve 
both our outward Carriage and inward Frame, Being 
a a pure Spirit, he is always preſent to our Spirits, and 
knows the moſt ſecret: and retired Thoughts of our 
Hearts: Our God Redeemer is preſent ; for our Lord . 
Jeſus walks in the midit of the golden Candleſticks, 
ſearching the Hearts, and trying the Reins, and ob- 
fervirg the Behaviour of thoſe that worſhip him: 
The Holy Ghoſt is preſent to aſſiſt and quicken us; 
but grieved when we are careleſs: The holy Angels } 


are preſent as Guardians and Spectators: Satan is pre- 


ſent, and then moſt buſy to diſtract and hinder | 
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us, and ſteal the Word out of our Hearts, leſt we be-: 


lieve and be ſaved. The Conſideration of theſe being "YN 
preſent, holy Love makes uſe of to quicken us to take 
care in God's Worſhip, We might further conſider, * 


that our Thoughts and Affections are then moſt apt to 
wander, therefore require a ſtrong Guard. The Buſi- 
neſs we are employed about is of the greateſt Impor- 


tance, ſuch as promoting the Glory of God and the 
Welfare of our Souls. The Succeſs of our Worſhip 


uſually depends upon our Behaviour in it. We ſhould 
think when we are going to worfhip God, and it is 


an awaking Thought, I am going about a Work, by 


which I ſhall be made either better or worſe, harden- 
ed or ſoftened, ripened for Heaven or Hell ; for the 
Word travels with Life or Death to every Soul that 
kears it; as that holy Man, Mr Herbert ſays, | 


hb. 4 


— = Look to thine Actions well, 
For Churches either are our Heaven or Hell. 


of our Deportment in holy Duties, and muſt expect 
as we ſow ſo to reap. Let us take heed, leſt we come 


under that Curſe the Scriptures denounce againſt them 
that do the Work of the Lord negligently ; and en- 


deavour 


WMWe mutt ſhortly give an Account at the Bar of God bi 
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ver. deavour to get that Grace whereby we may be able to 
en- ſerve him with Reverence and godly Fear; for he is a 
ent & conſuming Fire to them that trifle with him, but a 
rve Rewarder, and a bountiful one too, of them who di- 
ing ligently ſeek him. | . | 
nd Xx „ 
5 II. T believe Man at firſt was made holy and happy, 
rd but by bis Di ſobedientèe to God is become ſinful and 
ks, niſcrable; and that I am by Nature a Child of Wrath, 
5b and have the Root of all Sin in ne, and am inclined to 
n: Evil, and averſe 10 all that is Good, and ſo am be- 
s; ene odious to the Holineſs, and obnoxious to the Fu- 
21; ice of God; and if J die in the State 1 was born, J 
re- aun undone for ever. | 5 | 
” 3 It is moſt certain our Natures are ſinful, our Minds 
= re blinded, our Wills obſtinate and perverſe with re- 
ke Jition to Good, our Memories unfaithful to retain it, 
r our Conſciences defiled, our Affections greatly diſor- 
tg 8 gered, and our Hearts wickedly ſet againſt God; and 
= ie is as certain, that thereafter we are under the dread- 
r. ful Wrath and Curſe of God, and liable to all the Mi- 
e ſeries of this Life, and to the eternal Torments of 
Hell. No Tongue can fully tell the Sinfulneſs or 
4 Miſery of our natural State. If thou lookeſt within 
ͤ0 thee, there is thy Conſeience regiſtering all thy Sins, 
| which will ge with thee to the Judgment of God. 
and be as a thouſand Witneſſes againſt thee, and fill 
A thee with Horror and Amazement for ever: If thou 
K lookeſt above thee to Heaven, there is a provoked 
c God thine Enemy; and who can expreſs the Miſeries 


of that Creature whoſe Maker is his Adverſary, all 
whoſe Attributes ſpeak nothing but Terrors? If thou 
lookeſt downward, there is Death ready to ſeize thee, 
and let thee into Hell. There is but a Step between 
thee and everlaſting Burnings. Thou hangeſt over 
the dreadful Priſon, out of which there is no Releaſe, 
only by the ſlender Thread of Life, which Death 
will ſoon break. Before thee are Snares and Temp- 
tations, which the Devil is buſy to draw thee into; 
„ e | behind. 


6109 
behind, there are innumerable Sins unrepented of and 
unpardoned; on thy Right hand all thy Riches and 
Fulneſs are a Curſe to thee; on thy Left hand innu- 
merable Miſeries, Diſeaſes and ſad Accidents are 
ready to ſeize on thee. How can it be otherwiſe 
with that Soul, who, having loft the holy Image of 
God, is become not only the Object of his Angels, 
but of his Loathings? Zech. xi. 8. who, being like 
to Satan is hecome his Slave, and without a Change 
muſt be his Companion in Miſery, in the ſad and mi- 
ſerable State in which we were all born. 


III. 7 believe the Lord Feſus Chrift bath died te 
redeem and ſave me from Sin and Hell, and hath gi- 
ven his Word, and Spirit, and Ordinances, for the 
carrying on the Work of Sandtification in my Soul, 
without which I muſt never ſee God's Face with Com- 


Fort. 


In this wonderful Work, our Redeemer hath e- 
preſſed the greateſt Love in the procuring of Redemp- 
tion, and in chat he affords ſo kindly the Means for 
the Application of it. Some have obſerved all the 
Dimenfions of Length, Breadth, Height, and Depth 
in our Saviour's Sufferings, For Length, his Paſſion 
was ſeveral Hours long. Its Breadth extended over i 
all the Parts and Powers of his Soul and Body, nao 
Part free but his Tongue, which was at Liber- 
ty. to pray for his Enemies: His Sight was tor- 
mented with the ſcornful Geſtures of ſuch as paſſed F 
by, wagging their Heads; his Hearing grieved witk 
the Taunts and Jeers of Prieſts and People; his Smel- 3 
ling offended with the noiſom Stench from the Place 
of Sculls ; his Taſte with the Gall and Viniger given , 
him to drink; his Feeling wonderfully affected by the MW” 
Nails which pierced his Hands and Feet, and the bt; 
Crown of Thorns which pierced his tender Temple 
With a Multiplicity of Wounds, As for the Depth of e 
his Paſſion, it was as deep as Hell itſelf, enduring b 
Torments in his Soul, as well as TOY oy l 
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Body, groaning under the Burden of Deſertion, ery: 
ing out, My God, my God, why baſt thou forſaken me ? 
Laftly, for the Height of his Suff ' rings they were as 
high as Heaven, his Perion being innocent and infi- 
W nite, no leſs than the S-n of God, which adds infi- 
nite Worth and Va ue io his Sufferings. Surely our 
Lord deſerves our chiefeſt Love, nay, he requize- it 
expreſly, declaring, That if any Man loves Father or 
Mot ber, Wife or Children, Houje or Land, mire than 
ne, be is not wortby of me. He fhould be the full end 
compleat Subject of our D: fire, and Hope, and Faith, 
and Love, and Joy. Let him be in your Thoughts 
the firſt in the Morning, and the laſt at Night. What 
Comfort may a believing Soul take, when he can apply 
all that Chriſt hath done to himſelf; when be can 2d 
My dear Lord came of his Father's Boſom for me, 
MW wept and bled for me, poured out his Life for 
me, and is now riſen and gone to Heaven for 
me, and fits at the Right-hand of his rigateous 
Father, making Intercefli.n for me; and at the End 
of the World will come again nd receive me to him- 
ſelf, to live with him for ever and ever. O happy 
238 Sou], that can truly thus ſay ! To ſuch an one, Chriſt 
is the chiefeſt of Jen thouſands, altogether lovely! 

IV. 7 believe I muſt be born again, and that a real 
38 Change muſt paſs upon me, or I ſhall never come to 
Heaven, 4 IT TE: . 

The Neceſſity and Nature of this Change are moſt 

N worthy of our ſerious Confideration. Better for us 
we had never been born than that not to be born 
again; for our Saviour ſaith, Except a Man be born a- 


el. Nein, be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. And his 
ce Apoſtle declares, F any Man be in Chrift, he is a 


nec Creature: Without Halineli no Man ſhall ſee God 
with Comfort, Our eternal Happineſs depends upon 
he it; ſurely than it concerns us to enquire what it is, and 
Je whether we have experienced any Thing of it. This 

new Birth may thus be deſcribed. It is a thorough” 
ng | Change wrought upon us by the holy Spirit, where- 
his by tbe Seed of all Grace is infuſed, the Soul made to 

| e 55 received 
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receive and to reſt upon Chriſt wholly for Salvation, 
according to his gracious Covenant; and accordingly Þ 
doth unfeignedly repent of all his Sins, turning from * 
the Love and Practice of them unto God: Doth, 
from a fincere Love to him, defire and endeavour to 
walk before him in Obedience and Newneſs of Life, 


according to his Will. Now, becauſe this is of ſo 


great Importance to tell us all, we muſt obſerve the 
Character of thoſe who are not yet converted, and 
muſt be changed, if ever they will be ſaved, Surely 
the Danger of a Miſtake will quicken us to the utmoſt * 
Diligence, Setiouſneſs, and Impartiality i in this Inqui- 
ry to ourſelves. $ 
Fir/}, That Man or Wams that never yet perceiv- 
ed that Sin is a great and deteſtable Evil, deſerving * 
the Wrath of God, and that never felt, "what need A 
they ſtand in of the Pardon of Sin by the Blood of our 
1 Jeſus, nor was ever humbled in that Apprehen- 
ſion of his unworthy dealing with God, but can bear 
his Sins as a tolerable Burden, is yet unconverted, and 
without Converſion can never be ſaved. 2 
Secondly, That Perſon who was never driven to 
Chriſt for Deliverance, nor beaten out of Conceit 
of Merit and Sufficiency in himfelf, nor brought to 
admire the glorious Deſign of God in the Goſpel, 
and in the great Work of Redemption, nor hath any 
Taſte of the Sweetneſs of the glad Tidings of Salva- 
tion, which are brought to diſtreſſed Sinners in the 
Goſpel, ſo that his Heart was never warmed with a 
a 4 of the Redeemer's Love and Blood, but heareth 
and readeth the Goſpel as a common Story, oras if | 
it were not he that was thus redeemed ; ſuch an one 1 
is yet unconverted, whatſoever he may ſeem. Y 
Thirdly, That Perſon that hath not his Heart and | 
Hopes in - Toma and looketh not at that as his only 
Happineſs, and doth not make it the Buſineſs of his 
Life to attain it, but ſetteth his Heart more upou the 
Things of this Life, is certainly unconverted, and in 


a loſt State and Condition, whatever he may pre- | 


tend. | | 
a _ Fourthly, 


” 
* 


n., f Furtbhy. That Perſon who is not weary of all 
ly 2X known Sin, and hateth it not, and would not be rid 

o it with all his Heart, and is not willing to be at the 
h, Labour and Coſt of Duty in the Uſe of thoſe Means 
to which God hath required for the obtaining of a Con- 

X queſt, but will venture his Soul upon a careleſs Life, 
ſo rather than he will be brought to diligent Godlineſs, * 

and taken up Godlineſs in part, upon mere Neceſſity, 
having rather let it alone if he durſt, and taken it 
ly for a grievous Thing to be hindered frombis Sin; that 

238 Perſon is not yet converted, and muſt have a farther 
ar 82 before he can be brought into a State of 
© e 
8 Fifthly, That Perſon that doth not ſet TR”, to 
15 the Duties of Holinefs to God, and Righteuoſneſs and 
ed Mexcy towards Men; that hath not the Spirit of 
ur Chbriſt within him, nor the Image of God upon him; 
n- and doth not expreſs in it his Worſhip and Obedience, 

and is not loving, compaſſionate and merciful to others, 
nor humble, nor low in his own Eyes, and delighteth 
not in doing Good, nor is willing to do as he would 
be done by; I ſay, that Perſon is not yet truly con- 
verted, whatſoever Seemings of Converſion he may 
have, but muſt yet be othermile converted or con- 
= demned. 

Sixthly, That Man or Woman that hath any thing | 
in this World that is ſo dear to them, that they can- 
not ſpare it, and part with it for Crit, and Obedi- 
ence to his Command, but will rather venture their 
Souls upon his Threatnings, and will only take up ſo 
much Religion as will ſtand with their worldly Proſpe- 
rity, and are not reſol.ed by the Strength of Grace 
rather to let go all than Chriſt; that Perſon is yet 
Nunconverted, and mult have a further Change, or. be 
condemned, 

If all this be true, how many are there in a State 
of Death, yet believe it not, and lay it not to Heart? 
Let him that readeth, (as he regards his eternal Sal- 
vation, and would ſtand with Comfort before Chtiſt 
and his Angels at the laſt Da: ) ſeriouſly enquire whe- 
es 1 | 5 
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Being in this Caſe, J have no Time to throw away 


but woe to them that caſt away lo ſhort and precious 


8 


C147 - 
ther he is renewed by the Spirit of Grace or not. If 3 
thou art a Stranger to this happy Work, continue lo | I 
no longer: Dare not to delay, or to reſt in thy pre- 
ſent State ; for ſurely thou art not willing to be 4. ; 
ned. Earneſtly ſeek the Spirit and Grace of Chrift ; 
caſt away thy Sins; give up thyſelf entirely to God ; 
and make ſure of that Happineſs which ſhall have no I 
End, whatever it coſt, before it be too late. : 


COTE PRE 


V. 1 believe 1. am a Probationer for Z ternity ; and q 
that as I ſpend this ſhort Moment of Time, ſe it will 
be with me for ever 3 for as I now ſow, I then Gall bu 


I 3 an 
| Br: 

| 
It becomes us to think again and again, wat our I wi 
Lives are ſhort, our Souls are precious, our Work is = 
great, and much of it undone; Time haſtens away D 
5 


apace, and much is already loſt; Heil is terrible, 
Heaven is glorious, God is juſt; and whatever muſt 
be done for our Souls, muſt be done now, or never: 


on Stage Plays, Cards, or idle uſeleſs Diverſions. 
Let him employ himſelf in them, who hath no Work 
to do, no Soul to get into a prepared Frame for | 


Death, and Judgment, and Heaven: For my part, 666 
I have none to ſpare, He that lives by Faith, fees . © 
Heaven open all the Way tefore him, and that cools | 
his Appetite to ſenſual Sports and Pleaſures. O pre- , 
cious Time]! how fearful am J, Jeſt thou ſhouldeſt } * 
be gone before my Faith be ſtrengthened, my Hope 2 
confirmed, my Love to God increaſed, and my Pre- MI *** 
paration made for Death and Judgment! I cannot MF ©? 
think what Hearts are in thoſe Men that can fee Time 4 
paſſing, Death coming, God preſent, Judgment and 2 
Eternity at Hand, yet ſit headleſly at Dice or Cards, ſ , 
or idle Recreations, as if they had nothing elſe to do 905 
with their Time! Needful lawful Recreztions are ak 
nut to be condemned, ſuch as fit us for the Duty of tio 
our Calling, as Whetting doth the Mower's Seithe; 220 


Time 


(15) 


Time in ene and Idleneſs, fince this is all they 
will hare to prepare for their everlaſting State, How 
ſhould our Time be valued” and employed, ſince a 
Minute cf it can never be recalled, and we have im- 
portant Buſineſs fot each Moment; certainly that 
Man is not well in his Wits, or knows nothing of 
his God, his End, his Work, or his Danger, who 
hath Time that lies as a Burden upon his Hands. 
Therefore Time muſt be ſpent as thoſe that look 
upon themſelves as paſſing into Eternity, where every 
Minute muſt be accounted for, and it muſt go with 
us as we have lived, Let us ſee our Glaſs running, 
and keep a Reckoning of the Expence of Time, and 
2X ſpend it as you will wiſh you had done upon a Review 
ben it is gone. Methinks I ſo:eſee my dying Hour, 

wy Friends mournfully waiting to do me the laſt 
kind Office. O! how doth it put Life into my 
Duty, and quicken me in my Way when 1 lee its 
End ſo near. 


VI. 1 beliere I have a Soul of an immortal Na- 
tare, of mare Wirth than Tru thouſand Worlds, which 
is in great Danger of being loft through the Tempta- 
tions of the Der il, the T/orld, and the Fliſb; with 
therefore 1 ought ta waich, and ſlrive, and pray 


e 


Our Souls zre ſpiritual vital Subſtances, endowed 
with Underſtanding, Will, and various AﬀeRtions, 
created with an Inclination to the Body, and inſuſed 
into it by God, by whom and for whom they were 
made capable of endleſs Happineſs or Miſery ; and 
accordingly, cat Death will be ſentenced to the one or 
the other. Nothirg is more worthy of my greateſt 

Pains and Labour than my precious Soul, and the 
ſeeking a'ter the pleaſing God, and faving it. £0 
over-value preſent temporal Things that bear Rela- 
tion to the Body, and under-value my Soul, or flight 
its Concerns, is as if 1 ſhould feed my Dog, and 


a my Child, Its 7 Worth appears, in that 
2 | it 
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it will never have an End, but Jaſt as long as God 
will laſt ; it that it is capable ofCommunion with God 
here, and everlaſting Communion with him in Glory ; 
in the Price that was paid for its Redemption, even 
no leſs than the Blood of the Lord Jeſus. The Dili- 
gence, and Watchfulneſs, and Stratagems of Satan 
to deſtroy it. He lies in Ambuſh at every Place, 
State and Condition, going about like a roaring Lion 


ſerking to devour it. Theſe Conſiderations ſhew its 


Worth and Value, and ſhould urge us to make its 
Salvation the Buſineſs and Care of our Lives. We 
ſnould hazard all before it, becauſe the Loſs of it is 
irreparable. Let us not debaſe our Souls by living 
like Beaſts, below their excellent Nature and End, 
nor endanger them by living in any Courſe of Sin. 
An! how many are there that have a thouſand 
Thoughts about their dying Bodies, for one that 
they have about their immortal Souls; as if it were | 
Thing that noti.ing concerned them! But ſurely | 
every wiſe Man will be taking care to provide 
{c:netbing that will laſt as lorg as the Soul laſts, 
and be an H-ppinefs to it, and endeavour to avoid 


VII. I Believe I nuf dit ; that my Soul and Body 
will be parted; anithat my Body will return to Duſt 


and Rottenneſs, and my Spirit 19 him that gave it: 


That the laſi Hour will come quickly ; and that every 
Strike of my Pulſe tells me my Days are numbered, and 


bat 1 muft ſhortly go to my long Home. | 


To die is one of the moſt weighty*and ſerious Things 
that ever Creatures went about; and Death is ſo ter- 
rible to ſome, that they cannot bear the mention of its 


- Name before them. Several Things concur to make 
it frightful to moſt : 1. What goes before; ſtrong Pains, 
Conflicts, and Agonies, which have been ſo great, 
that they have made the Bed on which the dying Per- 


ſon lay to ſhake, 2. Its Office, and the Work it comes 


about; which is to transfer us into another World. 


Hence 
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od | Roses it is ſet ſorth, Rev. 6. 8. by 4 pale Hire: An 


od Fl Horſe, for its Uſe and Office, to carry you away hence 
ys into the upper or lower World; and a pale Horſe for 
en its Ghaſtlineſs and Terrors. 3. But above all, it is ter- 
ili-rible in regard of its Confequences : For it is the Door 
tan of Eternity, the parting Point between this World 
de, and that which is to come, the utmoſt Line and Boun- 
ion dary of all temporal Things. Ah! what a ſudden and 
its ſtrange Alteration doth it mike in Men's Conditions! 
its to de ſnatch'd from among Houſes and Lands, Friends, 
Ve . Honours, and Delights, and to be hurried in a Mo- 
is WF ment into the Land of Darkneſs, and there to be 
ng cloathed with Flames, and to drink the pure Wrath 
id, of the Almighty for ever ! It is the moſt awful and 
in. important Concern of Life to get ready for this 
nd Change: And conſidering the Shortneſs and Uncer- | 
iat tainty of our Time, we have none to loſe or ſquander 
: a away. We have many Sins to repent of, many Graces 
ly do obtain, Temp ations to reſiſt, Duties to per- 
ce Wl form: Our Gailt muſt be removed, our Hearts puri- 
is, fed, the Image of God impreſſed on us, and all our 
1d | Corruptions mortified. So then, to be ready for 


Death is our Intereſt, and will be our Comfort: Fl 
ue conſider further, that if we are fit for that, 
are fit for any Thing. How will all our West b, 
Honour, and Spore. leave us at a dying Hour! With 
what dejected Minds will unwelcome Deatb be enter 
tain'd by us! With what Sorrsw will our Reviews of 
our paſt Lives fill us, if we are ſurpriz'd unprepared ! 
It was the ſaying of a young Perſon on his Death-bed, 
Muſt J die, Mut J die, than I wiſh I had never been 
b5rn. Another in the ſame Circumſtance eryed out, 
Ob how am I deceiv d] Oh! that I had thought of 
ihis Sorrow! Ob! that I had my Tune again | Hom 
mad was I to lead ſo fi nful and wicked a Life! Nhat 
ell become of ny. miſerable Saul! Winld uf but*try © 
me once again, I would be a new Man, I w:-uld lu 
new Life, I would never d) a: 1 have done. Now, the. 
we may not conclude our Lives with ſuch cif 
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fruitle's Moans, Jet us often put our ſelves , by fe: 
Medi ations, in dying Circumſtances. Let us ſopfdſe 
we felt Death tearing our Heart- Strings to make the 
Divorce between Body and Soul, and we lav pant- 
ing and gaſping for Breath, and felt the Effects of 
Death in every Part, and we lodged in the Glent 
Grave; what Thoughts then ſhould we entertain of 
Sin and Holineſs, of this World and the other? Let 
us, as we value our Souls, and the Favour of God, 
and our own Comfort, living and dying, ſee to it, 
that we live as at Death we are ſure we ſhall wiſh we 


had done, | 


VIII. I believe that after Death there will be a 1 


Judgment, where I muſt give an Account of all that 
bat dane in the Body, and receive a Sentence, from 
tobich there is no Appeal, and _ which there will 
be no Alteration. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be that Judge, and 
will come in his Glory with Saints and Angels in 
flaming Fire, to take Vengeince on them that know 


mot God, and obey not the Giſpel. We may ſay of it, 


conſidering the different Sentences to be pronounced, 


O hleſſed, O doleful Day; moſt doleful to ſome, the 
moſt b! eſled that ever came to others. 
Who can tell the Sorrows or the Joys of it? We 


ſhould be often thinking what Account we can give 


of what we have been doing in the Body, and of our 


Talents, Time, Means of Grace and Mercies. How 


Hall we bear the Judge's Voice, and the eternal Sen- 
tence which he ſhall pronounce? Oh! ſure they are 


Hupid ſenſeleis Souls that forget that Day, and will 


not remember that the Lord is coming to judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs! Let us then imitate holy 
Ferome, Who thought which way ſoever he went he 
heard the Trumpets ſound, and the Voice of the 
Arch- Angel calling, Ariſe ye dead, and come to Fudg- 
ment, It we prepare nat, we ſhall be ſpeechiels and 


Cut to the Heart, to hear Chriſt ſay ing to us, Re- 
member 


S8. 
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member I did one Day ſend you a Meſſage of Peace, 
and you would not hear it; 1ftof'd to beſeech you to 
return, and you would not regard; I beſought you by 
the tender Mercies of my Father, by ail the Love 1 
bad ſhewn in my Suffering, of all Sorts, by the Riches 
of my Grace, by the Offers of my Glory ; aud I could 
not get thee io for ſate the World, or to deny thy ſelf, . 
or to leave one beloved Sin: For all this I beſought you 
over and over again, and waited on you many a Day 
and Year, and yet you would not confider ; but now it 
is too late: Depart from me, thou obſtinate inexcuſa- 
ble Worker Iniguity, into everlaſting Fire. 


IX. 14vlirve 1 ſhall be fixed in an eternal State of 
Happineſi ur Miſery ; that I jhall be either a Compani- 
on of Angels and holy Souls, in adoring, praifing and 
admiring Gid, or a Companion of Devils and dann d 


Spirits in Torment and Deſpair, 


Eternity is a conſtant continuance of Perſons 


and Tbings, in one and the ſame State and Condi- 


tion for ever, without any Poſſibility of Change; ſo 
that it will be to all either a perpetual Day or Night, 
which will not be meaſured by Hours, nor will be 
diminiſhed; for when ten Thouſands of Years are 
gone, there will not be a Minute leſs. If we come 
to Heaven, there we ſhall become Pillars, and 
ſhall go forth no more: If we fall into Hell, 
there - will be no Redemption thence, for the 
Smoke of our Torment ſhall aſcend for ever and 
ever. The poor Soul that is confined there, wall 
rack himſelf with ſuch tormenting Th oughts as 
theſe: In yonder World I might have had Life, but 
would not; and now how fain would | have Death, 
but.cannot ? How quick were my Sins in the Execu- 


tion, and how long is their Puniſhment in Duration? _ 
How ſhall I dwel! with everlaſting Burnings ? M! YH 


that God would vouchſafe me one Trial more; Ha 


' tis too late! If we are but one Night under racking. Ss 


Pain, how tedious doth it ſeem? how do le 


(20) 


ins Time, and wiſh for Day ; ; How much more may ing 
fuch Wretches wiſh in vain "for Relief? If we are fin- ne! 
cere, we live; if we diſobey, we die: Eternity is at finc 
once the accompliſh'd Perfection of the Happineſs of the 
the Saints, and the moſt remarkable Acce ſſion to the Di 
Torments of the damned ; yet Eternity is nothing we 
with mo in compariſon with Time. A Wretch that mo 
is condemn'd to die To-morrow, cannot forget it; and Ge 
yet poor Sinners that are continually uncertain to live St: 
an Hour, and certain ſpeedily to ſee the Majeſly of | I 
the Lord, to their inconceivable ſoy or Terror, as | me 
ſure as they now live on Earth, can forget thoſe Dt 
Things for which they have a Memory, and which jib W 
one would think ſhould drown the Matters of this ho 
World, as the Report of a Cannon doth a Whiſper, | th 
or as the Sun obſcures the pooreſt Glow-worm, O | lo 
wonderful Folly and Diſtractedneſs of the Ungodly ! g 
that ever Man can forget eternal Joy, eternal Woe, vw 
the eternal God, and the Place of their eternal un- wv 
changeable Abode ! when they ſtand even at the ll v 
Door, and there is but this thin Vei! of Ficſh be- b. 
| tween them and that amazing Sight, that eternal ft. 
Gulph which they are ready to 2 into. 2 f 
l 
7 believe it ſhould be the great Care and chief J 
Bufineſs of my Life, to anſwer the End for which 1 | 
was ade; to prepare for my Death, which is fure, F 
and may be near; and fir that flriT impartial final „. 
Judgment, and fir that awful eternal unchangeable 3 
State that will fi/low ; and that it is my Part, Duty, 7 
and Intereft, to live as they that truly believe rohat 7 7 
Here profe 25 to do. 14 
WK 
It is W of an ancient Tikes; that being in- v 
vited to dine with a great Perſon, he obſerv'd that O 
the Lady of the Houſe ſpent three Hours in dreſſing i 
herſelf. When ſhe came to Dinner, expecting nothing 5 
but Mirth, he fell a weeping. Being ask'd the Cauſe, 0 
he turn'd to her and ſaid, I weep to ſee that you have 8 
been three Hours 1 in nnn. * and indulg- v 


ing 
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ing your Pride, and ſo ruining your Soul ; and yet 1 


never ſpent ſo many Hours together to ſave my Soul 


fince I was born. So when we ſee Perſons unwearied in 


the Ways of Sin, fitting up whole Nights at their 
Diverſion, and indulging their Luſts, may not we 
weep and ſay, Theſe ſpend more Time, and take 
more Pains to go to Hell, than I ſpend in going to 
God in my Cloſet, and preparing for my eternal 
State. Let us often be asking our ſelves, -What was 
I made for ? Wherein hath God been glorify'd by 


me? When did Ido any thing with an Aim to pleaſe ? 
Doth not my Life ſadly contradift my Profeſſion? 
What Manner of Perſon would that Man be, in an 
holy Converſation and Godlineſe, who truly believing 


that all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolv'd, doth earneſtly 


look for the coming of Chriſt, and the bleſſed Conſe- 


quences of it! O what a Liſe would that Man live! 


what Prayers, what Praiſes, what holy Diſcourſe 
would employ his Tongue! With what Abhorrence- 


woi 14 he reject the Baits of Sin, who did but ſee, 
but once fee thoſe future Things which every Chri- 


Y ſtian pre feſſes to believe! How contemptibly would 


he think and ſpeak of the Pleaſures and Sufferings of 
this Life]! What ſerious Deſiies, and Labours, and 
Joys, would ſuch a Sight procure! I often think 
what an Atheiſt anſwer'd one that ask'd him, 


How be could quiet his Conſcience in ſo deſpe- 
rate an Efate? Sud he, I wonder bow you can quiet 
Jour in ſuch a c:mmon careleſ; Courſe of Life, belieu- 


ing as you do. If believed ſuch Things as you do, I 
fhould think ns Care, or Diligence, or Honour, would 
be enough. Let us therefore conſider the End for 
which we were made, and turn not thoſe Powers 
which God gave us againſt him, which we have by 


our baptiſmal Vow given to him. If we do, how _ 

| ſhall we anſwer ſuch treacherous Dealing? 
Let us therefore read theſe ten Heads over and 

over again, that ſo they may fink into our Souls, O, 


Sirs! conſider again and again, as a dying Creature, 
whether any deſerve your Love and Obedience more 


than 
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than God, and your thankful Remembrance more 


your Salvation ! Is any Happineſs more defirable than 
Heaven ? or any Miſery more terrible than Hell? Will 
a few Days fleſhly Pleaſures pay the Lo's of your 
Soul? or will thy proſperous Wickedneſs be ſweet at 
Death, or at the Day of Judgment? As thou art a 
Man, and as ever thou believelt there is a God, and 
a future World, and as thou careſt for thy Soul, wie- 
ther it be either ſav'd or damn'd, I beſeech thee 
think of theſe Things at leaſt once a Day, in the moſt 
ſober ſerious Manner. Make not a Jeſt of Salvation or 
Damnation: Teach thy Children and Servants theſe 


Ten Heads, and impreſs them upon their Minds 


daily as Matters of the greateſt Importance, Thoſe 
that are ignorant of, or forget theſe Things, may be 


merrier for the preſent ; but where is their Mirth 


when they lye a dying? Alas! it is a poor Happineſs 


that conſills in the Ignorance or Forget'ulneſs 
of approaching _ They that are Lovers of Plea- 


ſures, or any thing elle, more than God, ſhould cun- 


ider what they can do for them when God takes 
them away, or gives them a Sting or a Curſe with 


them, and ſo turns them into Gl or Wormwood, 
Can they ſupport this tottering Cottage? Can they 


keep thy departing Soul in the Body? or fave it from 
everlaſting Wrath? Will they prove eternal Pleaſures? 
Woe to them who have no better a Portion, nor great- 


er Comforts than theſe can yield in their dying Mo- 


ments! Act then like a reaſonable Creature; be not 
deceived, but ſee things in their true Colours, as in- 
deed they are; and not be carried away with falſe 
Appearances. | . | e 
- Eſpecially, let the Poor, for whom this is chiefly 
deſign'd, regard what is ſaid; for how {ad will it be 
to be miſerable in both Worlds! Do you conſider. 
that it is the beſt Condition for you, which helpeth 
you beſt to Heaven; and God beſt knoweth what will 


do you good or hurt. It is Rebellion to grudge at the 
Will of God, which mult diſpoſe of us, and ſhould 
TT gs ane: 


than Chriſt, and your Care and Deligence more than 


BEL ; 
re our Ret. - Look over the Life of Chrift ; who 
choſe a Life of Poverty for our ſakes, and had not 
where to lay. his Head : He was not of the Rich and 
Voluptuous in the World z and are ye grieved to be 
conform'd to him? Look to all his Apoſtles, and ho- 
ly Martyrs, and Servants; Were not they as great 
Sufferers as you ? Conſider the Rich will ſhortly be 
as poor as you: Naked they came into the World, 
and naked they mult go out; and a little Time makes 
bat little Difference, It is no more Comfort to die 
rich than poor, but uſually much leſs; becauſe the 
pleaſanter the World is to them, the more it grieves 
them to leave it. All Men cry out that the World is 
Vanity at laſt. How little is it valued by a dying 
Man? and how ſadly will it caſt him off? The Time 
is very uncertain in which we muſt enjoy it; and 
we have but a few Days more to walk about, and we 
are gone. Alas! of how ſmall Concernment is it, 
whether a Man be rich or poor, that is ready to ſtep 
into another World? The Love of this World draw- 
ing the Heart from God, is the common Cauſe of 
ens Damnation: And is not the World like to be 
over: valued when it entertains you as a Friend with 
Proſperity, than when it uſeth you as an Enemy? Are 
you diſpleaſed that God thus heipeth to ſave you 


from the moſt damning Sin? and that he makes not, 


your Way more dangerous? You little know the 
Troubles of the Rich: He that hath much, hath muck 
todo with it, and much to care for, and many Per- 
ſons to deal with, and more Vexations than you 
imagine. Tr is but the Fleſh that ſuffers; and it fur- 
thers your Mortification of it. You pray but for 
your daily Bread, and therefore ſhould be contented. 
with it. Is not God, and Chriit, and Heaven 
enough for you? Should that Man be diſcontented 
that muſt live in Heaven? Is it not your Luſt, rather 
than your well-reform'd Reaſon, that repineth ? The 
greater your corporal Wants are, the more ſenſible 
you ſhould be of your ſpirituai Wants, and more ear- 
neſt for ſpicitual Bleſſings : If an hungry, cold, ou 
| _ nake 
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naked ed Body be ſo great a Calamity, how much grea- 


ter is a guilty graceleſs Soul, a dead or deceas'd 
Heart? If bodily Food or Neceſlaries are ſo deſira- 
ble, O how deſirable is Chriſt and his Spirit, and the 
Love of God, and Life eternal! Think them to be ſo, 


and accordingly ſeek after them, 


+ 


A Serious Exhortation to improve Time. 


Value Time before it is gone! Uſe it before it is 


taken from you; Diſpatch the Work that you 
were made for! Repent, and turn to God unfeignedly ! 
Prepare for Death without delay ! Time will not ſtay; 


nor will it ever be recover'd. Were it not left I 


ſhould write a Treatiſe inſtead of a Preface. I would 
eſpecially preſs this on ail the following forts of Peo- 


oy” 
I. Thoſe that are young, who have yet the Power 


of a Time to uſe, that they caſt it not away on 


childiſh Vanity or Luſts, 

2. Thoſe that have loſt much Time already, that 
they ſhew the Sincerity of their Repentance by re- 
deeming the reſt, and loſing no more. 

Thoſe that are yet ignorant, ungodly, and un- 
prepar d for Death and the World to come: O, what 


need have they to make haſte, and quickly get into a 


ſafer State, before their Time be at an end! 

4. Taoſe that in Sickneſs reſolv'd and promis'd, if 
God would recover them, to redeem their Time, 
6. The Weak and Aged, whom Nature and 
Sickneſs do call upon to make haſte, 

6. The Poor and Servants, whoſe Opportunities 
for ſpiritual Means are ſcant, and therefore have need 
D take them when they may, eſpecially on the Lord's 
ay. 
7. Thoſe that live under excellent Helps and Ad. 
vantages for their Souls; which, if they neglect, 

| _y yy never have again. 
8. and 
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8. And thoſe that by Otlice or Power have ſpecial _ 


Opportunity to do good. 

All theſe have a double Obligation to redeem their 
1 3 . 

J ſhall only add this one Requeſt to ſportful Youth, 

to ſenſual Bruits, to the idle fort of the Gentry, to im- 

penitent Loiterers, to Gameſters, and to all that have 

Time to ſpare, That they will ſoberly uſe their Rea- 


ſon in the Anſwer of theſe following Quettions, before 
they proceed to waſte the little Time that is remain- 
ing, as vainly as they have done the reſt. And 1 ear- 


neltly beſeech them, and require them, as in the Sight 


and Hearing of their Judge, that they deny me not 


ſo friendly and reaſonable a Suit, 


Preft. 1. Do you conſider well the Shortneſs and 


Uncertainty of your Time? You came but lately into 
the World, and it 1s but a very little Time till you 


muſt leave it. The Glaſs is turned upon you, and it 


is inceſſantly running. A certain Number of Moti- 


ons your Pulſe muſt beat, and beyond that Number 
it ſhall not be permitted to ſtrike another Stroke. 


Whatever you are thinking, or ſaying, or doing, you 


are poſting on to your final State: And O how quic' » 
ly will you be there!] Suppoſe you had ſeventy Years | 


to live, how ſoon will they be gone! But you are 
not ſure of another Hour. Look back on all your 


Time that is paſt and tell me whether it made not 


haſte ? and that which is to come will be as haſty. 


Will not the tolling of the Bell inſtruct you? Will 


not Graves and Bones and Daft inſtruct you? While 
many are crowding into another World, will Conſei- 
ence permit you to be idle? Doth it not tell you what 


you have to do, and call upon you to diſpatch it:? 
Can you play away your Time, and idle it away 
whilſt the Bell is tolling, whilſt the Sick are groan- 
ing, whilſt every Breath and Pulſe is telling you that 
you are haſtning to your End ? Do you conſider what 


att + 


a wonder of Providence is It that all your Humours, 
Parts, and Organs, that ſo many Arteries, Ne. vs, 


in order one Year to au 


and Veins ſhould be kept 5 
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end? If you have no Pains or Sickneſs to admoniſh 
you, do you not know what a frail Thing is Fleſh ? 
which as the Flower fadeth, doth haſten to Corruption 


and to Duſt, How ſhort is your Abode in your preſent 


Dwelling like to be, in compariſon of your Abode in 


Duſt and Darkneſs? And can you have while now to 


waſte ſo many Hours in the adorning, the eaſing, 
and the pampering of ſuch a Lump of Rottenneſs, and 
forget the Part that lives for ever? Muſt you ſtay on 


Earth ſo ſhort a Time, and have you any of this little 


Time to ſpare? yea ſo much as you daily waſte 
in Idleneſs, Play, and vain Curiolity, 

Duet, 2 Do you ſoberly conſider what Work 
you have for all your Time? and on how important 
a Buſineſs you came into the World ? Believe it, O 
Man and Woman! it is to do all that ever muſt be 
done to prepare for an everlaſting Life. Endleſs Joy 


or Miſery is the certain Reward and Conſequent of 


our ſpending of our preſent Time. And, O that God 
would open your Eyes, to ſee how much you have 
to do, in order to your eternal End! You have igno- 
rant Minds which muſt be inſtructed; and Knowledge 
is not eaſily and quickly got, Poor Miniſters of 
Chriſt can tell you, that they with many Years La- 
bour can ſcarce bring one half of a Pariſh to under- 


ſtand the very Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 


You have Souls depriv'd by Original Sin, and turn- 
ed from God, and enſlaved to the World and Fleſh; 
and theſe muſt be renew'd and regenerate: You muft 
have a new and holy Nature, that you may have a 
new and holy Life. How many falſe Opinions have 


you to be untaught ? How many weighty Leſſons to 
learn? How many powerful Corruptions to be mor- 


- tified ? How many Temptations to be overcome? 
How many Graces to be obtain'd, and then to be 


exercis'd and flirengthen'd, and preſerv'd ; ? Is it caly 


to get a ſolid Faith, a tender Heart, a faithful Con- 


| ſcience, a fervant Desen Love God, a quieting - 


Confidence and Truſt, a well-guided Zeal and pre- 


lerving Fear, an abſolute A Self-denial and 


, Qbegtence, 
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Obedience, a Hatred of all Sin, a Love to Holineſs, 
a Fitneſs and Ability for every Duty, a Love to our 
Neighbour as our ſelves, a true Love to our Enemies, 


a Contentedneſs with our Condition, a Readineſs and 


joyful Willingneſs to die, a Certainty of the Pardon 
of all our Sins, and our Title to eternal Happineſs, a 
Longing after the Coming of Chriſt, a public Spirit 
wholly devoted to the common Good ? Is it nothing 


to do all that which you have to do in Meditation, in 
Self Examination, in Prayer, in educating Children, 
in teaching and governing your Families, in all Du- 


ties of your other Relations, to Superiors, to Iafe- 
riors, to Equals, to Neighbours, to Enemies, to all? 
Is it nothing to order and govern your Hearts, your 
Thoughts, your Paſſions, your Tongues? Alas, Sirs! 
have you all this to do, and yet can you have while 
to ſlug, and game, and play, and fool away your 
Time? If a poor Man had but ſix Pence in his Purſe 


to buy Bread for himſelf and for his Family, and would 


give a Groat of it to ſee a Puppet Play, and then diſ- 


pute that Puppet Plays are unlawful; how would y 


judge of his Underſtanding, and his Practice? Oh! 
how much worſe is it in you, as the Caſe is more 


2] weighty, when you have but a little uncertain Time 


to do ſo much, ſo great, ſo neceſſary Work in, to leave 
it almoſt all undone, and throw away that Time on 


Cards and Plays, and Senſuality and Idlenels? I ſay 
| Time is a moſt precious Thing, more precious than 


Gold, or Jewels, or fine Clothes: And he is incom- 


| parably more fooliſh that throws away his Time, than 


he that throws away his Gold, or trampleth his 


Clothes or Ornaments in the Dirt. This! this is the 
. fooliſh pernicious Prodigality 


Quel. 3. Have you deeply ed e that ever- 


laſting Condition, which all your Time is given you 
to prepare for? Doth it not awaken and amaze thy 
Soul to think what it is to be for ever, I ſay, for ever 
in Joy or Miſery, in Heaven or Hell? One of theſe 
will certainly and ſhortly be thy Portion, whateyer 
3 Nee may ſay againlt — Oh! what Heart bath 
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that ſlupify'd Sinner, that can idle away that little 
Time which is alotted him to prepare for his ever- 


laſting State! That knoweth he ſhall have but this 

| haſty Life to win, or loſe eternal Glory in, and can 
play it away as if he had nothing to do with it, and 
. Heaven or Hell were indifferent to him, or were 
- but in ſignificant Words. 


2e. 4. What maketh you ſo loath to die, if 
Time be of no more worth than to caſt away un- 


profitably? The Worth of Time, is for the Work 
that is to be done in Time. Toa Man in a Pally, 


an Apzplexy, a Madneſs, that cannot make uſe of it, 


it is lirtde Worth. If you were fick, and like to die 


this Night, would you not pray that you might live 
a ttle longer. I beſeech you cheat not your Souls 


. by wilfu]l Sejf-deceit : Tell me, or tell your Conſcien- 


ce*, how wou'd you form ſuch a Prayer to God for 


your Recovery, if you were now fick? Would you 
lay, Lora, give me a little more Time to play at Cards 


in; let ric have a fer more Maſks and Plays; let me 
Late a little Time more to pleaſe my Feb in Idlt- 
nei and Feaftings, and the Pleaſures of Wirldlineſs 
cn Prise? Did you ever find ſuch a Prayer in any 


Payer- Book? Would you not rather ſay, Lord vouch- 


fate me a litt more Time, to repent of all my Loſs of 
Time, and to make my Calling and Election ſure ? And 


will you yet live ſo contrary to your Prayers, to 
Conſciences, and to Reaſon it ſelf. | 


Que. 5. Is the Work that you were made for hi- 


tber to weil done? Are you regenerate and renewed 
to the heavenly Nature? Are you ſtrong and efta- 
bliſh'd in Grace? Have you made ſure of Pardon and 
Salvation? Are your Hearts in Heaven, and is-your 


daily Converſation there? And are you ready with 


well grounded Hope and Peace to welcome Death, 


and appear in Judgment? If all this were done, 


you had yet no Excule for idling away one Day or 
Hour, becauſe there is ſtill more Work to do, as long 


as you have Time to do it. (And if this were done, 
au would have that within you which "RE — 
. . 1 | | u 
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| ſuffer you to caſt away your Time.) But for thoſe 
Men and Women to be paſſing away Time in Sloatk 
and Vanity, who are utterly behindhand, and have 
Joſt the moſt of their Lives already, and are yet unre- 
generate, and Strangers to a new and heavenly Life, 
and are unpardon'd, and in the Power and Guilt of 
Sin, and unready to die, and ſhall certainly be for 
ever loſt, if they die before that Grace renew them ; 
II fay again, for ſuch as thoſe to be ſporting away 
their Time, in a Practice which fully juſtifieth the 
holy Scriptures, when they call ſuch Perſons Fools, 
and ſuch as have no Underſtanding, unleſs it be to do 
evil, and ſucceſsfully deſtroy themſelves. 

Pref 6. Do you think if you. negle& and loſe 
your Time, that's ever you ſhall come again into this 
World, to ſpend it better ? If you idle away this Life, 
will God ever give you another here? If you do not 
your Work well, ſhall you ever come again to mend 
it? O, no, no, Sirs! there is no Hope of this! Act 

this Part well; for as you do it, you muſt ſpeed for 
ever: There is no coming back to correct your Er- 
rors; and yet haye you Time to ſpare on Vanity ? 

QAueſi. 7. Do you mark what dying Men ſay of 

Time, and how they value it, unleſs they be Blocks 
that are paſt feeling ?. How ordinarily do Good and 
Bad then wilh they had ſpenc Time better, and cry 
out, O that it were to ſpend again! Then they are 
promiſſing Ob! if it were to do again we ſhould 
hend that Time in heavenly Lives and fruieſul Obe- 
dience which we ſpent in Curiofity, 1dleneſs, and ſuper- 
flous ſenſual Delights) Then. they cry, O that God 
would ſene te our Time, and once more try how we toon 
ſpend it! Alas, Sirs! why ſhould wiſe Men ſo much 
differ in Health and Sickneſs? Why ſhould that. 
Time be: vilified. now, which. will ſeem ſo * 
thenZt 

Queſt. 8. Flow think you the miſerable Souls in 
Hell would value Time, if they. were again ſent hi- 
ther and tried with it again on the Terms that we 

are 4, Would _y feaſt it away, and Play it away as 
Cz . yow 
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you do now ; and then fay, Are nat Plays, and Card. 


and 2 Fe lawful? Every Fol will be wiſe too late, 


Mat. 25. 3, 8, 11 Bethink you what their Experi- 


ence teacneth them, and let Warning make you wiſe 


more ſeaſonably, and at a cheaper Rate. 


ef. G. Do you believe that you muſt give an 
Acdount of your Time ? and that you muſt look back 
from Eternity on the Time which you now ſpend? 

If you do, what Account will then be moſt comfor- 


table to you? Had you not rather then find upon 
your Accounts, that all your Hours have been ſpent 
to the beſt Advantage of your Souls, than that abun- 


dance of them have been caſt away on fruitleſs Toys? 
Will you have more Comfort then in the Hours 


which you ſpent in Heart-ſearching and Heart re- 


forming, and learning and practiſing the Word of 


God, or in thoſe which you ſpent in needleſs Sports, 
Curioſity or Idlenels? Do now as you would de- 
ſire you had done. 


Queſt 10. How do you now wiſh you had ſpent : 


the Lime which is already paſt ? Had you not rather 
that it had been ſpent in fruitful Holineſs and good 


Works, than in Idleneſs and fleſhly Pleaſures? If not, 


you have not ſo much as a Shadow of Repentance; 


and therefore can have no juſt Conceit that you are 
forgiven: If yea, then why will you do that for the 


Time to come, which you'll wiſh for the Time to 
come you had never done, and hereby ſhew that 
your Repentance is hipocritical, and 'will not prove 
the Pardon of your Sin: For as far as any Man truly 
zepenteth, he is reſolv'd not to do the like, if it 
were to do. again, under the like Temptations, 


Prefl. 11, Do you know who attendeth you, while 
you are loitering away your Time? I have eiſewhere - 
told you, that the Patience and Mercy of God is 


walting on you ; that Chriſt is offering you his 
Grace, and the holy Spirit moving you to a wiſer 
and a better Courſe; that Sun and Moon, and all the 
Creatures here on Earth, are offering you their Ser- 


vice, beides Miailters, and all other Fairs of your 


Salvation. 


"Mp ) 


Salvation. And muſt all theſe wait upon you while 
you ſerve the Fleſh, and vilify your Tine. and live 
as for nothing ? 

Queſf. 12. Do you conſider what you loſe in the 
Loſs of Time? That Time which you are gaming 
or idling away, you might have ſpent in intertain- 
ing Grace, in heavenly Converſe, in holy Pleaſures, 
in making your Salvation ſure. And all this you loſe 
in your loſs of Time; which all your Sports will 
never compenſate. 

Que. 13. Is the Devil idle while you are idle. 
Night and Day he is ſeeking to devour you? And 
will you, like the ſilly Bird, ſit chirping and ſinging 
in your wanton Pleaſure, while the Devil's Gun is 
ready to give fire at you? If you ſaw but how buſy 
he is about you, and for what, you would be buſier 
yourſelves for your own Preſervation, and leſs buſy 
in doing nothiug than you are. 


Dueft. 14. Do you really take Chriſt and his A- . 


poſtles and Saints to be the fitteſt Pattern for the 
ſpending of your Time? If you do not, why do you 
uſurp the Name of Chriſtian? Is he a Chriſtian, 
who would not live like a Chriftian? or that taketh 
not Chriſt for his Maſter and Example? But if you 
ſay, yea; I pray you then tell us how. much time 
Chriſt, or any of his Apoſtles did ſpend at Cards, or 
Dice, or Stage - plays? how much in Curioſity, about 
Dreſſing or ſuperfluous Ornaments, about unneceſſa- 
ry Pomp and Courtſhip? how much in Sluggiſhneſs, 
Iqdleneſs, and vain Diſcourſe? or how much in fur- 
niſhing their Bodies with Attendants, their Habita- 
tions with Matter of Splendor and vain Glory ? Did 
they waſte ſo much of the Day in Nothings and 
Need not, as our floathful ſenſual Gentry do? Or 
did they not rather ſpend their Time in holy Liv- 
ing and fervent Praying, and in doing all they could 
for the Souls and Bodies of all about them, and in 
the Labours of a lawful bodily Employment ? Write 
after this Copy, rather than after that which is ſet 

by the ſenſual Fools of the Weng &. you make an 
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zecount of God's Acceptance. Do as the Saints did, 


if you would ſpeed as they; or elſe, for ſhame, ne- 


ver honour their Names and Memorials to your own 


Condemnation. If you will ſpend your Time as 
the Fleſh and the World teach you rather than as 


Chriſt taught you, you muſt look for your Payment 


from the Fleſh and the World. And why then in 


your Baptiſm did you renounce them, and vow to 
follow Chriſt? Be not deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatſoever a Man ſetveth, that ſhall be alſo reap; 


Fur be that ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 


Corruption; but be that ſoweth to the Spirit ſhall of 
the Spirit reap Life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 7, 8. Bethink 
you what the Reaſon was that the antient Father: 
and Churches ſo much condemn'd the going to the 
Spectacles of Theatres; and why the Canons made 


it ſuch a Crime for a Miniſter to play at Dice. [ Read. 
Dr. Jo. Reignolds 's his Cloud of Witneſſes of all fort; 


againſt Stage Plays. 


The Lord proſper our Preparation for our great 
approaching Change. To leave this World for ever, 


and enter upon an endleſs Life, where we ſhall ſpeed 
accordirg to the Preparations of this little Inch of 


Time, doth certainly beſpeak the moſt ſerious 
Thoughts, the wiſeſt and ſpeedieſt Care and Diligence, 
the moſt patient Suffering, the moſt unwearied La- 


bour, the moſt frugal Uſe of our Time, the moſt re- 


ſolute Reſiſtance to all Temptations ; and to the 


Faithful, the moſt joyful Hopes. 


Reader, If thou think this Counſel or Reprebenſion 
tro preciſe or ſtrict, grant me but this reaſonable Re- 


queſt, and I have my End: Live in the World but 


with a Soul that is awake, that ſoberly conſidereth what 
bafte Time maketh, and how quickly thy Glaſs will 
be run out, how faſt Death is coming, and bow ſoon 


5 it will be with thee. What a Work ts zt to get a car- 
na unprepared Soul to be renew'd and made holy,, 
and fitted for another World! What a terrible Thing 


it will be to. lis on a Death Bed with a guilty Cen- 
Rc - e 0” Me. 9 
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ſcience, unready ts die, and utterly uncertain whither 
thou muſt next be, and where thou muſt abide for 
ever! Foreſee but what Uje of thy preſent Times will 
ze moſt pleaſing or diſpleaſing, at thy Thoughts at 
laſt, and ſpend it now but as thou will wiſh thou 
hadſt ſpent it; and value. it but as it is valued by all 
when it is gone: Uſe it but as true Reaſon telleth thee 
will make moſt to thy endleſs Happineſs, and as is moſt 
agreeable to the Ends of thy Creation and Redemp- 
tion, and as beſeemeth that Man who ſoberly think- 
eth tobat it is to be in Heaven or Hell for ever, and 
to have no more but this preſent ſhort uncertain Life to 
decide that Queſtion; (which mult ſhortly be thy Lot!) 
and to make all the Preparation that ever muſt be 
mode for an endleſs Life: I ſay, do but thus lay out 
thy Time, as Reaſon ſhall command a reaſonable Crea- 
ture, and 1 deſire no more, I have warned tbee in 

the Words of Truth and Faithſulneſs: The Lord give 
thee a Heart to take this Warning. | 


E 


— — 


A practical Ca RIM for FA 1118. 


Fr is certainly the Duty of Parents, to provide not 
I only for the temporal Good of their Children, but 
more eſpecially for their eternal Welfare, by bringing 
them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 
So likewiſe are Maſters and Miſtreſſes bound to teach 
their Servants, and command them to keep the Way 
of the Lord: the doing of this, being one principal 
Part of giving unto them that which is juſt and equal. 
Reaſon requireth this of Parents and Maſters ; the 
Neceſſities of their Children and Servants loudly call 
for it; God in his Word expreſly commandeth it, and 
will take an Account how it hath been performed. 
A dreadful] Account will they have to give, who ſhall 
be found to have ſuffered Ignorance and Vice upon 
their Families, and to have been the Betrayers and 
 Murderers of their Souls. That they may avoid ſo 
om | 5 | heavy 


(34) 


iy: a Doom, ab be able at laſt to give up the” 
Account with Joy, let me adviſe and counſel, let 
me pray and beſeech the Heads of Families to take 
care that all under their Charge do learn and con- 
ider the OY Particulars, 


 Owehh. 1. HAT are the Five Principles u uſual 
| and neceſſary to be learned? 
| Anſw. 1. That God, Whg is the firlt and beſt, 


| ought to be ſerved With the firſt and beſt. 
2. That the Things of the Body and Time, are not 


to be compared with the Things of the Soul and 


Eternity. 
3. That is well, which ends everlaſtingly well ; agd 


that ill. which ends everlaſtingly ill. | 

4. That the Soul is the Man: That is beſt, 
Which is beſt for the Soul; if the Soul is loſt, all 
is loſt, | 
| That his Comfort of Man's Life, aa not 
conſiſt in the Abundance of the Things which he 
poſſeſſeth. 


Repeat the Ten Pages of Scripture ; which exprj 
the Sum Us ns Religion. 


* am God all. ſufficient, Gen, xvii. T. WA old 


7. hn. 
2. Vanity of Vanities, fays the Preacher, Vanity 
of Vanities, all is Vanity, Eccleſ. 1.2, 


3. We are by Nature Children of Wrath, even as 


others, Epb. ii. 3. 

4. Except a Man be born again, be cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God, John iii. 3. 

F. This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all 
Acceptation, That Jeius Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, whereof I am chief, 1 Trm, ii. 15. 
6. What is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain the 
whole World, and loſe his Soul? Or what ſhall a 


Men mY in exchange for his Soul? Nel. xvi. 16. 


7. Them 
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ir 7. Them that honour me, I will honour, and 
they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed, „ 
he 1 Sam. ii, 30. 
8. If I be wicked” woe unto me, Fob x. 15. 
g. Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for what-. 
ſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap, Gal. vii. 6. 
10. Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Paniſh- | 
fal ment, but the Righteous into Life eternal, Matth. 
| xxv. 46. | 
|, Queſt. 2. Was not you devoted any: to God 
in your Baptiſm ? . | 
ot WW _ Arſw. Yes, I was. 
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Repeat then the Sum of your baptiſmal Vow and 
nd Covenant. | 


ra God the Father for my chickeſt Good and 
higheſt End. 
I take God the Son for my Prince and Saviour. 
E take God the Holy Ghoſt for my Sanctifier, Tea- 
cher, Guide, and Comforter. a 
I take the Word of God to be my Rule in all | 
my Actions. | 
I take the People of God to be my Peogle in all 
Conditions. 8 
I do likewiſe devote * dedicate to the Lord m 
whole Self, all I am, all I have, and all I can do, 
renouncing the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: 
And this I do deliberately, ene. freely, and 
for ever. | 
Queſt. 3. Do not you know yourſelf obliged, ac- 
cording to your Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant, to 
practiſe all known Duty, and forbear all kon! 
Sin? 
Anſw, Yes, Ido think myſelſ ſo A 8 
Queſt. 4. Will you then be wicked? a 
Anſw. No; for the Wicked ſhall be turned into 
Hell, and all the Nations that forget God, Lal. 
ix, 17. ; 


I 5: Will you be a : Hypocrite ? 5 
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Anſw. No; for the Hypocrite's Hope ſhall periſh, 


Job vii. 13. 
Aueſt. 6. Will you eſteem Riches above Sr l 


Anſeo. No; for Wiſdom is better than Rubies, and 


her Fruit tnan Gold. 

De. 7. Will you be irreverent in | God's Wor- 
ſhi 

AY No ; » for God will be ſanctified in them 
that come nigh unto him, and before all the People 
be glorified, Lev. x. 3. 
Queſt. 8. Will you be a Sabbath breaker ? 


Anſw. No; for the Sabbath-breaker was ſtoned to 


Death by God's Command, Numb. xv. 35. 
' Bueft. 9. Will you ſieep at Church? 


Anſw. No; for Euticus, being aſleep when St : 


Paul was preaching, fell down and was taken up 
dead, 4s ii. 9, 


Que. 10. Will you be tif to your Parents 


andGovernors ? 
Anſw. No; for of ſuch it is "Th The 3 of 


the Valley ſhall pick out their Eyes, and the young 


| Eagles ſhall eat them, Prov. XXX. = 
Quel. 11. Will you cozen or cheat? 


Aus. No; for he that getteth Riches, and not by 
Right, ſhall leave thim in the midſt of his Days, and | 


at his End ſhall be a Fool, Fer. xvii. 11. 
Queſt. 19. Will you be a Liar? 


Anſw. No; for the Eiar ſhall have his Part in the 


Lake, which burneth with Fire and Briniſtone, 
vw, xx. 8. 
Dueft, 13. Will you be a Drunkard ? 


 Anſto. No; for the Drunkard ſhall not enter into 


the Kingdom of God, x Cor. vi. 10. 

Dueſt. 14. Will you be a Swearer ? 

Anjw. No; For becauſe of Swearing the Land 
mourneth, Fer. xiil. 10. 

Dueft. 15. Will you be proud? 

Anjw, No; for God reſiſteth the Proud, and giveth 
Grace unto the humble, Fam. iv. 6. 


. 16. Will you ſpeak vain and idle Words ? 
ay 


e 


1 


Auſw. No; ſor we muſt give an Account of them 


in the Day of Judgment, Matth, xxi. 26. 


Durſt. 17. What are the likelieſt Means to 4 


you keep your baptiſmal Cayenant ? 


Anſed. Serious Conſiderations, and cloſe Self-Exa- 


' mination. 


Dueft, 18. What ought you to conſider ſeriouſly 
every Day ? © 

47 That I have a God to ſerve, a Soul to fave, 
an Heaven to obtain, and an Hell to eſcape. 
Jueſt. 19. What is God, your Soul, Heaven and 


Hell 2 


Anſeo. God i is an all perfect Being; my Soul is a 
thinking Being, made after God's Image, ſpiritual 


and immortal: Heaven is a Place of perfect Happi- 
_ nels, in the Enjoyment of God for ever: And Hell 


is a Place of perfect Miſery in a Separation from 
God for ever. ” 
2ueft. 20. What Motives have you to quicken | 


you in your Preparation for Eternity ? 


Anſw. Our Lives are ſhort, our Souls are precious, 


our Work is great, Time makes haſte, Hell is terrible, 
Heaven is glorious, God is juſt, and all that ever 


muſt be done for our Souls, muſt be done now or ne- 
ver; O precious Time! how fearful am T leaſt thou 


wilt be gone before I am prepared for Death and 


Judgment! O, what Hearts have they that can ſee 
Time paſſing, Death coming, God preſent, Judg- 
ment and Eternity at hand, yet ſpend their Time in 


Fooleries and Idieneſs! Woe to them that calt away 


ſo ſhort and precious Time. which is all that ever 


they ſhall have to prepare for their everlaſting State. 


Forgetting Death, and Hel! will mt prevent it, 
| Now Joſe thy Day, thou'll then too late repent it, 


TA 21. Should you 'not be ſerious and in good 5 
Earneſt in your Preparations for Eternity ? 


Anſw. Ves. | 
4 D 1 O thee 
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0 the amazing Stupidity of poor Sinners! 4 


Wretch that is condemned to die To morrow cannot 


ſorget it; and yet poor Mortals that are uncertain to 
live an Hour, and certain ſpeedily to ſee the Lord, to 
their inconceivable Joy or Sorrow, can forget thoſe 


Things for which they have their Memories! O 
wonderful Stupidity of an unrenewed Sou]! O won- 


derful Folly and Diſtractedneſs of the Ungodly ! 
that ever Men can forget, I ſay again, that ever Men 


can forget eternal Joy, eternal Woe, the eternal God, 


and the Place of their unchangeable Abodes, when 


1 they ſtand even at the Door, and there is but this thin 


Veil of Fleſh between them and that amazing Light, 
that eternal Gulph, and they are daily dying and 


mepping into it. | 
Oueſt, 22. What ſerious awaking Queſtions * 


you a frequently to put to your Souls ? 


Anſw. Theſe which follow. 


1. What State did my Soul come into the World 


ia? Moſt certainly in a State of Death and Wrath ; 


and while I continue in this State, my guilty Soul 


hangs over Hell Torments by nothing but. the ſmall 
Thread of Life, like a Man that by a flender 
Toread hangs over a fiery Furnace, And is this, my 
Soul, a State to. be contented in? | 

2. What Condition is my Soul now in? 61 it con- 
verted, or is it not? Can I tell the Time when, and 
the Manner how it was done? Or if not, can I ſay 
truly the Thing is done? That whereas I was blind, 
now I ſee; do not I know that 1 cannot be ſaved, 
unleſs I am a new Creature? 


. What if I loſe my Soul, what fair Work ſhall 


F make of it then ? And, das! I may eaſily loſe it; 


I muſt ſtrive hard to ſave it. If Swarms of Sins, De- 
vils and Temptations can keep me out of Heaven, I 


muſt never come there: And if I loſe it once, Iloſe it 
for ever; Other Loſſes may be repaired, but this canno1? 


4. What do I do for my Soul ? Have I an immor- 


0 Soul. and can I be unconcerned what muſt become 


of it for ever? Can I trifle away my Time, and beſtow 


; my 


ling? 


pw: 


my Pains about it, as if it was eh nothing! God 


forbid ; Ariſe, O my ſleepy Soul, deſtir thyſelf; 


call upon thy God, that thou periſh not. 


5. What if God ſhould require my Soul this Night ? 


How would it find me, and whither would it bring 
me! Aml fit to die? And if not, what would become 
of me? I charge thee, O my Soul, that thou durſt not 
dare to live in ſuch a Courſe, as thou durſt2 not dare 


to die in. 


6. What a happy Caſe was I i in, if I had but ſe- 
| cured my Soul? How ſweetly might I then live? I 


might then eat my Bread with a merry Heart; I 


might look Dangers, and Devils, and Death at lalt in 


the Face, without Fear or Terror. 


Queſt. 23. What Queſtions ought you to ask your- 
| ſelves in your daily Self Examination ? 


_— Ttefe that follow. 
Did not God find me in my Bed, when he 
joked for me on my Knees? 
2, Did not I negle& Prayer, or reading God's 
Word ? Or have I not done it careleſly ? ? 


3. Have I denied myſelf for God, or redeemed 


my Time to-Day ? 


4. Doth not din ſit ligbt, or Fa I live in any thing 

that I know or ſear to be Sin? 
5. Has not God been out of my Mind, and Hea- 
ven out of my Sight? 


6. Have I made Conſcience of entertaining vain 
Thoughts ? Have I not given Way to Pride and Paſ- 
ST 

7. Have bridled my Tongue ? l ſpoke Evil 


of no Man ? 


8. Hath the Law of the Lord been in my Mouth? 
Have I in Company ſpoken of God with Reverence ? 
9. Did I eat and drink to the Glory of God? Or 
did I not mock God in craving a Blefling ? Or did 1 
not altogether omit it? 
10. Havel been . in the Duties of my Cal- 


D'S: - 11. Have 
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11. Have I denial no Man, nor dropt 2 Lie in 


my S op or TROY Nor raſh]y made or broke my 
eme: 


12. Was God in my Thoughts fiſt in the Koons: 


ing, and Jaſt at Night? 
13. Have I ſet my Ends rightly * Day to 

pleaſe God * 

14. Wheren have I finned againſt any of theſe 


Rules? 


Thus we ſhould Ee” examine our Behaviour; | 


and where we have been faulty, ſhould renew our 


Repentance, and double our Watch. 


Qreft. 24. How may you know your ſpiritual 


State is bad? 
Anſw. If live a vain and careleſs Life, loving the 


World more than God, minding the Things of the 


Fleſh more than the Things of the Spirit, allowing 
myſelf in any known Sin, I have Reaſon to conclude, 
that whatever Profeſſion I make, my ſpiritual State is 
bad. 


200d? 


3 If I be heartily. concerned about my Soul 


and Eternity, if I carefully ſeek the Favour of God 
thro! Chriſt, if I firive againſt Sin, make Conſcience 
of my Words and Ways, and have a Reſpect of all 


God's Commandments, I have Reaſon to hope, that 


notwithſtanding my daily Infirmities, my ſpiritual 
State 1s good. ä 
Or more large tbus.] 

Anſiv. i. If Tam turned from Sin to love God a- 


bove all, and accordingly chooſe him for my Portion 
and Happineſs ; if J have the greateſt Pleaſure in 
drawing nigh to him in ſolemn Ordinances, and long 


for the Enjoyment of him in Glory. 
2. If I believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and from 


a true Senſe of his Love to me, give up myſelf to be 
riled, taught and ſaved by him in his own Way, and 
on the Terms offcred in the Goſpel. 


Puff 25. How may you know your ſpiritual State 


3. 11 
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3. If Sin be my greateſt Grief and Burden, ſo that 

I truly repent of it, and turn from it unto God, ab- 
horring myſelf for the Sins of my Heart and Life; if 
I long to be delivered from this Body of Sin, and 


would rather be perfectly holy, than have all the Ho- 
nours, Riches and Pleaſures of this World. N 


Iñ. I ſee the Vanity of all Things here, ſo as not 
to ſet my Heart upon them; ſee myſelf à Steward 
that muſt give an Account; if I have my Heart and 
Hopes in Heaven, and my chief Deſires and Endea- 


vours are to get there; if IJ would rather be perfect! 
holy, than have all the Honours, Riches and Plea- 


ſures of this World, than diſpleaſe God, and forfeit 


my everlaſting Happineſs. | 


J. If I deny myſelf, watch and ftrive againft my 


Corruptions, finful Motions and Affections, and all 


the Temptations of Satan; if through Chriſt I am 
enabled to overcome and mortify them; if my Mind 


be ſpiritual, fixed on-the heavenly Glory, and daily 


fearing leſt I ſhould come ſhort of it. 


* — 


bort InsTRUCTIONS for SICK. 


Hos E happy Perſons, who have made it the 


| chief Care and Buſineſs of their Lives to be al. 
ways ready for a dying Hour, have Jeaft Need of my 
preſent Counſel ; it is therefore thoſe unhappy Souls 
who are yet unprepared, whom I now inſtruct. 
And, O that the Lord would bleſs theſe Words, and 
perſuade them yet, e'er Time be gone. 5 
If Sin had not bewitched Men, and made them 
Monſters of Senſeleſſneſs and Unbelief, it could not be, 
that endleſs Life, ſo ſure, ſo near, could be ſo fooliſu- 
ly made light of all their Lives, as is by moſt, till 
they perceive that Death is ready to ſurprize them. 
But, poor Sinner, if this had been thy Caſe, ſuppo- 
ſing that thou art unwilling to be damned, I earneftly 
4 : D 3: ES the 
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thee, in the Name of Chriſt, for the Sake of my im 
mortal Soul, that thou wilt preſently lay to Heart 
| thoſe Inſtructions, before Time and Hope are gone 


for ever. 
1. At the laſt bethink thee what thou art, and for 


what End and Work thou cameſt into the World, 


Thou art a Man of Reaſon, and not a Brute, and 
thou haſt a Soul which was made to know, and love, 
and ſerve thy Maker; and that not in the ſecond 
Place, with the Leavings of the Fleſh, but in the firſt 


Place, and with all thy Heart and Might. If this had 
been indeed thy Life, God would have been thy Por- 
tion, thy Father, and thy Defence, and thou mighteſt 
have lived in Peace and Comfort, and then have lived 


with God for ever. And ſhould not a Creature live 
to the Ends and Uſes for which they were made? Muſt 


God give all thy Powers forfhimſelf, and wilt thou turn 


them from him for the Service of the Fleſh, and that 
when thoù haſt vowed the contrary in thy Baptiſm ? 


How wilt thou anſwer ſuch treacherous Ungodlineſs ? 
2. It is Time for thee now to have ſerious Thoughts 
avout the Life which thou art going to. If thou 
couldeſt fleepily forget it all the Way, it is Time to 
awaken when thou comeſt almoſt there. When th 


Friends rae burying that Fleſh in the Earth, that thou 


didſt more regard than God, and thy Salvation, thy 
Soul muſt appear in an endleſs World, and ſee thoſe 


Things which God foretold thee of, and thou would 
not believe, or ſet thy Heart upon. As ſoon as 
Death hath opened the Curtains, O what Sight muſt 
thou preſently behold! A World of Angels and of 
holy Spirits adorninz, praiſing, and admiring that 


God whom thou didſt refuſe to mind, and love, and 


ſerve! A World of Devils and damned Souls in Tor- 


ment and Deſpair, bewailing their Contempt of Chriſt 
and Grace, their-· Neglect of God and their Salvation, 
their ſerving the Fleſh and loving the World, and 


weilfally loſing the Time of Mercy, ard all the Means 
wbich God vouchſafed them. Believe it Sinner, 
their is an endleſs Joy and Glory for the Saints, and 
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' an endleſs Miſery for the Ungodly ; and one of theſe 
muſt quickly be thy Caſe. Thy State is changeable 
while thou art in the Fleſh. If thy Soul be miſer- 
able there is yet a Remedy; it is poſlible, Chriſt 
may renew and pardon it. But as ſoon as thou goeſt 
hence, thou entereſt into a State of Joy or Torment, 
which muſt never change, no, not when Millions of 
Years are paſt. And doſt not thou think now in thy 
Conſcience that ſuch an endleſs Miſery ſhould have 
been prevented with greater Care and Diligence than 
all the Sufferings of this Life? And that the attain- 
ing of ſuch an endleſs Glory had been worthy thy 
greateſt Care and Labour; and that it. is far better 
to ſee the Glory of God, and be filled with his Love, 
and joyfully praiſe him with Saints and Angels for 
evermore? And by a holy Life have prepared for 
this than to pleaſe the Fleſh, and follow the World a 
little while, and be undone for ever? Haſt thou got 
more by the World and Sin than Heaven is worth ? 
Thou that art almoſt at the End of worldly Pleaſures, - 
and haſt all that ever they will do for thee: But if 
God had thy Service, he would not thus have caſt 
thee off, and his Rewards and Joys would have no 
End. O, how much happier are the bleſſed Souls in 
Heaven than we! ; EE 
3. And ſeeing you are ſo near to the Judgment of 
God, where your Soul muſt receive its final Sentence, 
it is high Time now to judge yourſelf, and know 
what Eſtate your Soul is in, whether in a State of Juſti. 
fication or Damnation: For this may be certainly 
known, if you are willing. And firſt you muſt know 
who they be whom Chriſt will juſtify, and whom he 
will condemn: And this the Word of God will tell 
you; for he will judge them by that Word: In a 
Word, All thoſe whom Chriſt will juſtify and fave, 
« are made new Creatures by the renewing Ways of 
« the Holy Ghoſt: There Eyes are opened to ſee the 
Vanity of this World, and the Certainty and Ex- 
« cellency of the Glory of Heaven; and to ſee the 
« Odiouſneſs- of Sin, and the Goodnels of a 12 
| „„ Life; 
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cc Life ; and to —_ ws Chriſt is the only Savi- 
« our to cleanſe them from their Sins, and bring 
© them to that Glory. And therefore they forſook 
« the ſinful Pleaſures of the Fleſh, and ſet their Hearts 
% on the everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, and ſeek it before 


** all Things; and lamenting and hating their former 


, Sins, they gave themſelves fincerely ts their God 


% and Father, their Saviour and their Sanctifier, to 


< be taught and ruled, juſtified, ſanctified, and ſa- 


ce ved by him, reſolving whatever it coſt, to ſtand 


« by this Choice and Covenant to Death.” This is 


the Caſe of all that Chriſt will juſtify and ſave. The 


reſt, who never were thus renewed and ſanctified, 
will be condemned as ſure as the Goſpel is true. 
Therefore let it be ſpeedily your Work to try whe- 
ther this be your Caſe or not. Have you been thus 


enlightened, convinced, and renewed to believe in 
Chriſt, and the Life to come, and give up yourſelf 


in a faithful Covenant to God your Father, your 
Saviour and Sanctifier, to hate your Sin, and to live 
and love a holy Life, in mortifying the Fleſh; and 

ſeeking Heaven before the World ? If this be not 
your Caſe, I ſhall not flatter and deceive you, to tell 
you of any Hope of being ſaved till you are thus 
renewed and juſtified : Never imagine a Lie to quiet 
you till Help is paſt. No one that is unregenerate, or 
unholy, ſhall ever dwell with God. Yet you may 
be ſaved, if yet you will be truly converted and 
ſanctiſied; but without this alluredly there is no 


Hope. 


E whortation to Seriouſneſs and 
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Olace Man confiſteth of Body and Soul, it is aſto- 


niſhing to ſee what Pains and Care many take 
for the Body, which will ſhortly become a loathſome 
Lump of Filth and Rottenneſs, and neglect or take 
but ſmall Pains or Care for their Souls which muſt 
live to all Eternity, either in Heaven or Hell, as they 
have ſpent the ſhort Moment of their Lives; for 
this is the Time of our Preparation, and there is no 
preparing Time but this. Did Men but ſeriouſly 


conſider, how ſpeedily would they turn ! how ſeri- 
_ ouſly would they meditate! how fervently would 
they pray ! how carefully would they live! how 
| painfully wonld they labour! O what Manner of 
| Perſons would they be in all holy Converſation 


and Godlineſs! All their Life would be a continual 
Preparation for Death, as all their Life is an haſtening 


towards it: How can't thou die with Comfort, if 


thou knoweſt not whether thy departing Soul ſhall be 
in Heaven or Hell! Have a Care of being deceived, 
in a Matter of everlaſting Conſequence. Examine 
and try thy State now, before it be too late. To 
help you in this Work, I ſhall propound ſeveral 
Queſtions to you, which I charge you as in the Pre- 


| ſence of God before whom you mult be ſhortly jud- 
ged, anſwer truly to yonr own Souls. 


_. Que. 1. Hath your Soul and the everlaſting State 
had more deep and ſerious Thoughts and Regards 


than your Body and your worldly Welfare? 


Que. 2. Do you verily believe that your Sins 
are ſo odious, that if God ſhou'd condemn you to 
Hell, he ſhould do no worſe by you than. you de- 


ſerve ? 
. 
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Oueſt. 3. Have you not only heard, but belie- 
ved and perceived that you have as much need of 
Chriſt to be your Saviour, as a condemned Malefactor 
\ hath of a Pardon! And is Chriſt more precious to you 
than all the Riches of this World, his Ranſom and 
Mediation being your Hope, and his Grace your ear- 
neſt Deſire? | 5 1 6 
Que. 4. Have you perceived at the Heart, that 
the Love and Favour of God is far better than all 


the Treaſures and Pleaſures of this World ? And do 


you verily believe, that all the Bleſſed ſhail Tee his 
Glory in Heaven, and perfectly love, and-praiſe and 
ſerve him, and be filled with Joy for ever in the 
bleſſed Sight and Love of God? And do you ſet 


more by the Hope of this heavenly Glory, than by | 


your Life and all this World? And do you prefer 
Heaven before Earth in your Eſteem, your Deſite, 
and heartieſt Labour and Diligence to make it ſure ? 


Auel. 5. Have you truly believed that all that 


will come to Heaven muſt be a regenerate ſanctifięd 
People in Mind, Will and Life; and that this muſt be 
done by the Holy Ghoſt? And have you earneſtly 


deſired that he would ſanctify you thoroughly, and 


Kill all your Sins, and make you fervently in Love 
with God, and all that is good and fully obedient to 
his Will? And have given up vourſelf to Jeſus 


Chriſt in a well-conſidered reſolved Covenant, con! 


ſenting to be taught and governed by him, and will- 
ing to imitate him, and receive his Spirit? | 


2ueft. 6. Do you ſeel the. Evil and Odiouſieſs 


of a worldly, carnal, unrenew'd Heart, and of an 
unholy Life; yea, of your want of Faith and Love 
to God, as well as of outward ſhamefu] Sins? And 
are theſe Sins of Heart and Practice the greateſt 
Trouble and Burden to you in the World? 
Dueft, 7. Can you truly ſay that you live not 


in any known groſs Sin ; and that you have no Sin, 
no, not the leaſt known Infirmity, which you had 


not rather leave than keep; and that you had ra- 


ther 
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ther be perfectly holy, in perfect Knowledge, Love, | 


and Obedience, than to ha ve all the Riches, and 


| Pleaſures, and Honours of this World? 


Que. 8. Can you truly fay, that when a Temp- 
tation cometh to your moſt beloved Sin, God's Autho- 


' rity, which forbiddeth' it, is more powerful te 


keep you from it, than the Temptation and your 
Luſt to draw you to it? nk 
Quest. 9. Are you truly willing to wait on God 


to obtain his Grace in the conſtant Uſe of hearing 


Prayer, Meditation, and the Company and Counſel 
of the Godly, even in the ſtricteſt Means which God 


_ appointeth you to uſe for your Salvation ? 


Duet, 10. Can you truly ſay, that you are at a 
Point with all this World, reſolving to let go Eftate, 
Honour, Liberty, and Life, rather than let go your 
Faith and Obedience, or by wilful Sin to turn from 
God ? +... WE 
To urge this Matter further: Conſider our Af- 
fections and Actions ſhould be ſomewhat anſwerable 
to the Ends for which they were iutended. Theſe 
Ends are the glorifying of God, the Salvation of our 
own and others Mens Souls, our eſcaping the Tor- 
ments of Hell, and poſſeſſing the Glory of Heaven. 
Can we be too much affected with Things of ſuch 
Moment? Can we labour for them too diligently, 


- When we know if our Labour ſucceed not we are un- 


done for ever? It concerns us to ſeek and labour to 


\ Purpoſe, when it is pur to the Queſtion whether we 
| ſhall live for ever in Heaven or Hell; and this muſt 


be reſolv'd on our obeying the Goſpel, or diſobey- 
ing, on the Painfulneſs or Sloathfulneſs of our preſent 


 Endeavours. The Greatneſs of the Work we have 


to do, ſhould quicken us as well as the Ends of it. 


Now the Works of a Chriſtian here are many and 


very great. The Soul mutt be renew'd, many and 


great Corruptions mortified, Fleſh muſt be maſtered, 


Self muſt be denied, Aſſurance of Pardon and Salva- 
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A Khowledge i is to ) be got, many Ordinances to be 


| uſed, and Duties performed. Every Age, Year, and 
Day require freſh Succeſſion of Duty; every Place 


we come in, every Perſon we have to deal with, eve. 


| ry Change of our Conditions, doth ſtill require the 


renewing of our Labour. 1. The Shortneſs and Un- 


| certainty of the Time allotted us for the performing 


of this great Work ſhould quicken us: Yet a few 
Days and we ſhall be here no more. Time paſſeth 
on, many Diſeaſes are ready to aſſault us; we muſt 
very ſhortly be laid in the Duſt, and there left to the 


Worms in Darkneſs and Corruption; we are almoſt 
there already; we know not whether we ſhall have 


another Sabbath or Sermon, or Hour. 2. Our Ene- 


mies are diligent in ſeeking our Deſtruction, the 


Devil as a roaring Lion, goes about ſeeking whom he 
may devour. 3. The many Talents we have, and 


the Means we enjoy, and the Mercies we have 25 


ceived from God, ſhould all quicken us. The grea 
Preparations attending us. All the World are four = 


vants, that we may be the Servants of God: The 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, attend us with their Light 
and Influence; the Earth, with all its Furniture, is 


at our Service. How many thouſand Plants, and 
Flowers, and Fruits and Birds and Beaſts do all at- 


tend us! the Sea with all its Inhabitants, the Air, the 


Wind, the Froſt and Snow, the Heat and Fire, the 
Clouds and Rain, all wait upon us while we do our 


Work yea, the Angels are miniſtring Spirits! Nay, 


the Patience and Goodneſs of God doth wait upon 
us; the Lord Jeſus waiteth in the Offcrs of his Blood ; 
the Holy Gboſt waiteth in ſtriving with our Back- 


ward Hearts! 5. There is no danger in over-doing : 


No Man can be too buſy to ſave his Soul. Por the 
World you may eafily do too much; but here, in 
God's Way, you cannot. 6. It is the Nature of every 
Grace to put on the. Soul Diligence and Speed: If 
you love God, you will make haſte, you will think 


| * too much that you can Poſſibiy do, you 15 


„ 


be ambitious to ſerve him and pleaſe him fill more; 


fo that in what Degree ſoever thou art ſanctiſied, in 
the ſame Degree thou wilt be ſerious and laborious in 


the Work of God. 7. Whatſoever you do for God and 
your Souls, Heaven will pay for all: We labour bue 


for a Moment, but we ſhall reſt for ever. O what is 


the Duty and Suffering of a ſhort frail Life, which is 


almoſt at an End as ſoon as it begins, in reſpe& of the 
endleſs Joys with God ! 8. Laborious ſtriving for Sal- 


vation is the way that the Wiſdom of God hath di- 
rected us to as beſt. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth 
Violence, and the Violent take it by Force. Strive to 


enter in at the firait Gate: What thy Hand, find 10 
do, do it with thy Might, 9. It is a Courſe that all Men 
in the Wor!d either do, or will approve of. There 
is not a Man that ever was, or is, or ſhall be, but 
ſhall one Day juſtify the Diligence ef the Saints, and 
give his Verdict in Approbation of their Wiſdom. 
Thoſe that now are againſt it, whether in [Judgment 


or Paſſion, will ſhortly be every Man of another Mind b 


If they come to Heaven, their Minds will be chang- 
ed before they come there; If they go to Hell, their 
Minds will then be altered whether they will or no. 


If they could ſpeak with every Soul that ſuffereth 
thoſe Torments, and ask their Judgments, whether it 


be poſlible to be too diligent and ſerious in ſeeking 


Salvation; you may eaſily conjecture what Anſwer 


they would return, 10. The moſt ſerious painful 


| Chriſtians when they come to die, do exceedingly la - 


ment their Negligence, and do wiſh; O that I had 


| been a thouſand Times more holy, more heavenly, 


more laborious for my Soul! 11. Many take Pains 
for heaven, and yet miſs it for want of more. Biſhop 


Hopkins, and Mr. Mead's Almoſt Chriſtian, are two ex- 
bellent Books on this Head, well worth your reading. 


Many ſpall ſeek to enter, and not be able. 1 2. God hach 
reſolv'd that heaven ſhall not be had on eaſier Terms. 
Reſt muſt always follow Labour; Seriouſneſs is the ve- 


Ty Thing wherein conſiſteth our Sincerity: If thou | 


art 


Ti) 


art not ſerious thou art not a Chriſtian. Now Rex 
der, I dare promiſe thee, the Thoughts of theſe 
Things will Hortly be ſerious Thoughts with thy ſelf, 
when thou comeſt to Death or Judgment. O what 

Heart-piercing Thoughts wilt thou then have of E- 
ternity, and of thy Negligence! 

To quicken you, I Hall propound theſe following 
Queſtions; and I entreat thee, and command thee 
from Hod, that thou anſwer them faithfully, and obey 
them accordingly. 

Queſt. 1. What if you could grow rich by Religi- 
on, would you not be jſerious and in good earneſt in 
it? And is not Heaven better than all 3 Riches? 

Duef, 2. If the Law of the Land dii puniſh every 
Breach of the Sabbath, or every Omiſſion of Family 
Duties, or ſecret Duties, or every cold or heartleſs 
Prayer, with Death, how careful would you be! And 
is not eternal Death more terrible? : 

Dreft. z. If it were God's ordinary Courſe to pu- 
niſh every Sin with ſome preſent Judgment, fo that 
every Time a Man ſwore, or were drunk, or ſpeaks 
a Lye, or backbiteth his Neighbour, he ſhall be truck 
Dead, or Blind, or Lame in the Place; and is not 
eternal Wrath more terrible than this? Give but Rea- 
ſon leave to ſpeak. 


Duep. 4. If one of your old Acquaintance and | 
Companions in Sin, ſhould come from the Dead, and 


tell you, that he ſuffered the Torments of Hell for 
thoſe Sins which you are guilty of, and for neglecting 
thoſe Duties which you neglect, and for living ſuch 
'a careleſs, worldly, ungodly. Life as you now live, 
and ſhould therefore adviſe you to take another 
Courſe : If you ſhould meet ſuch an one in your 
Chamber when you are going to Bed, and he ſhould 
ſay to yop, O take heed of this carnal unboly Life! 
Set your ſelf to jeek the Lord, with all your Might, 
neg lect not your Soul, prepare for Eternity, that you 


come not to the Place if Torment that Tam in, hoy 
T wou 


zuld 


(ay 


would this take with you? ard what manner r of 


Perſon would you afterwards be? 
Dur. 5. If you knew that this was the laſt Day 
you had 8 1 in the World, how would you ſpend 


this Day ? If you were ſure when you go to Bed, 


that you ſhould never riſe again, would not your 
Thoughts cf another Life be more ſerious that 


Night? If zo: knew, when you are praying, that. 


you ſhould never pray more; would you not be 


more earneſt and importunant in that Prayer! ! Why, 
you do not know but it may be the laſt ; and you are 


ſure your alt is near at hand. 

2u-f. 6. If you ſaw the general Diſfolution * : 
the World, and "Al the Pomp and Glory of it con- 
ſum'd to Aſhes; if you ſaw all on fire about you, 
ſumptuous Buildings, Cities, Kingdoms, Land, Wa- 
ter, Earth, Heaven, all flaming about your Ears; - if 
you ſaw all that Men laboured for, and ſold their 


Souls for, gone, Friends gone, the Place of your 


former Abode gone; what would ſuch a Sight as 
this perſwade you to do? Why, ſuch a Sight thou 
ſhall certainly ſee. 

I put my Queſtion to ties in the Words of the 


| Apoſtle, 2. Pet. 3. Seeing all theſe Things ſpall be 


difſolv'd, what manner of Perſons ought you to be 
in all holy Cunverſation and Godlineſs ? Looking for 
and haſining unto the coming of the Day of God, where- 
in the Heavens being on Fire, ſhall be diſſalv ed, and 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat. 

efl. 7 What if you had ſeen the Proceſs of the 
Jadgment of the great Day; if you had ſeen the 
Judgment ſet, and the Books open'd, and the wicked 
ſtand trembling on the left Hand of the Judge, and 
Chriſt himſelf accuſing them of their Rebellions andr 
Neglects, and remembring them of their forme 
ſightings of his Grace, and at laſt condemning them. 
to perpetual Predition; what manner of Perſons 
would you have been after ſuch a Sight as this. 
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Day of their Viſitation, and wiſhing that they had 
but another Life to live, and that God would but 
try them once again; one crying out of his Neglect 
of Duty; and another of his loitering and trifling, 


when he ſhould have been labouring for his Life; 


what a Life would you lead after ſuch a Sight as this! 
Why, you will ſee this with your Eyes before it be 


Jong. 


Oneff, 9. What if you had lain in Hell but one 
Year, or one Day or Hour, and there felt all thoſe 
Torments that now you da but hear of; and God 
ſhould turn you into the World again, and try you 
with another Life's Time, and ſay, I will ſee whether 
thou wilt yet be any better; what manner of Perſon 
would you be? If you were to live a thouſand Years, 
would you not gladly live as ſtrictly as the preciſeſt 


Saints, and ſpend all thoſe Years in Prayer and Duty, 


ſo you might. but eſcape the Torment which you ſuf- 
fered ; How ſeriouſly then would you ſpeak of Hell, 


and pray againſt if, and hear, and read, and watch, 
and obey! How earneſtly would you admoniſh the 


Carcleſs to take heed, and look about them to pre- 
vent their Ruin! And will not you take God's Word 
for the Truth of this, except you feel it? 

Det. 10. What if you had been but one Year in 
the Glory of Heaven, and there joined with the 
Saints and Angels in the beholding God, and ſinging 
his Praiſe, and afterwards ſhould be turned into the 
World again ; what a Life would you lead, and Pains 
would you take, rather than be depriv'd of ſuch in- 


comparable Glory ! Would you think any Coſt too 


creat, or Diligence too much! If one of thoſe that 
are now in Heaven ſhould come to live. on Earth 
again, what Perſons would they be! How ſeriouſly 


would they drive on. the Buſineſs of their 3 


Dre. 8. What if you had once ſeen Hell opened» = 
all the Damin'd there in their eaſeleſs Torments, and 
had heard them crying out of their Sloathfulneſs in the 
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The Countiy would ring of their exceeding holy Con- | 
verſations! They would as far excel the holieſt Per- 


ſons on the Earth, as they excelled the careleſs World, 


before they would loſe that bleſſed Eſtate; They 
would follow God with Cries both Day and Night, 
and throw away all, and ſuffer every Day a Death. 
And ſhould not-we do as much to obtain it? 

The S-ripture ſays this is an evil World, it is a 
World of Sin and Temptation and of Calamity ; ; of 
Sin, it is become as it were its Nature, it lives with 
Men from the Birth to the Grave, It is an ungodly 
World that knoweth not its Maker, or forgeteth, con- 
demneth, and wilfully diſobeys him, while in Words 


it doth confels him; and yet a hypocritical World 


that will ſpeak honourably of God, and of Vertue 
and Piety, of Juſtice and Charity, while they can- 
not endure the Practice of that which their Tongues 


commend; almoſt all ſorts will prefer the Life to come 
in Words, when in Deed they utterly neglect it, and 


prefer the fleſhly Pleaſures of this Life, they cry out 


of the Vanity and Vexation of the World, and yet 


thep ſet their Hearts upon it and love it better than 


| God and the World to come, they will have ſome 


Religion to mock God and deceive themſelves which 


ſhall go no deeper than the Knee and Tongue, or a 


diſſembled Affection and Poſſeſſion, but to be devot- 


ed to God in Self- reſigaation, Obedience and Love, 


how rare is ic! It is a ſenſual and bratiſh World, and: 
ſeems to have hired out their Reaſon to the Service of 
their Appetites and Luſts, Gluttony and Exceſs, 


. Sports, Plays, and Gaming, with Pride, Wanton- 


neſs, and worldly Pomp, and the Covetous gather- 
ing Proviſion for the Fleſh is the Buſineſs and Pleaſure 
of their Lives, if you tell them of Reaſon or the Law 


of God to take them off, you may almoſt as well 


think to reaſon a hungry Dog from his Carrion. It 
is a ſelfiſh World, where every Man is an Idol to 


himſelf, and affected himſell and his own Intereſt, as 3 
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if ke were all the World, drawing all he can from 
others to fill his own inſatiable Deſire ; loving eſteem- 


ing and praiſing Men, according to their Eſteem of 


himſelf; Self-conceit, Seif-efteem, Self will and 
Self ſeeking, is the Soul and Buſineſs of the World: 
And therefore, no wonder that it is a divided con- 
tentious World, when it hath as many ends as Men, 
and every Man is ſtriving to rule or be greateſt and 
have his Will. 

It is a dreaming diſtracted World that ſpend their 
Days and Cares for nothing, and are as ſerving in the 


rſuit of that which they confeſs is Vanity, and dy- 
ing in their Hands as it they knew it to be true Feli- 


city ; they are like a Heap of Ants, that gad about 
as bufily and make as much ado for Sticks and Duſt, 


as if they were about ſome magnificent Work. Thus ; 


doth the vain deceived World lay out their Thoughts 
and Time upon Impertinence, they ftudy and care, 
and weep and laugh, and labour and fight, as Men in 

a dream, and will hardly be perſwaded but it is reali- 
ty they purſue till Death come and awake them, ſuch 
is the Life of moſt of the World who ſpend their 

Days in a ſerious Jeſting and buſy in doing nothing. 
It is a malignant World that hath an inbred Enmity 


to all that Virtue and Goodneſs which they want. 


There are few that are truly wiſe and good that eſcape 
their Hatred. 

Vea, it is an unthankful World, will begin with 
thoſe that deſerve beſt at their Hands, he that will 
inſtruct them and ſtop them in their Sin and fave their 
Souls, does ordinarily make himſelf a Prey, they will 
not only take 1 their Lives but their good. 
Names. 

It is a tempting World, that would make all as bad 
28 iifelf, he that hath any Paſſion or corrupt Af- 
fection, is as inclinable to convey it to another as 
Fire. is to kindle Fire, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Vo- 
juptuouſneſs, Luft, Wrath, Revenge, are all Con- 
tagiows. | | Rs. | | 
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It is a calamitous miſerable World, it is void of 


the Comforts of ſacred Illumination and of the aſ. 


ſured Love of God, and the Exerciſe of Holineſs 
and Wi(dom ; the Delights of Saints in loving God 


and waiting for eternal Life, are unknown to all the 
ungodly ; they are loſt in Ignorance and Error, 
and. tormented with their own Paſſions; Diviſions, 
and Contentions ; their Voices are part of their Diſ- 
22 and Pain, tho Pleaſure be their intended 
They are Slaves to Satan and their Luſt, and are 


in love with their Captivity, and Glory in their 


Chains, they are under the Gailt of Sin, and have 


no Aſſurance of Pardon or Deliverance, God overs 
takes them many times with Sickneſs, Pain Im- 


poveriſhment, the Fruſteration of their Hopes 
torments them, yet under all they are hardened 
againſt God and fall not out with their Sin and 


Folly, but with the Juſtice, of Heaven and its, 


Inſtruments, or rather wich all that bears the Image 
of the Holineſs of God. This is the vilible Condi- 


tion of this World, 
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OR D I have viewed the World over in 
5 which thou haſt ſet me, I have try'd how 
* this and that Thing will fit my Spirit fand 
the Deſign of my Creation, and can find 
* nothing in which to reſt, lo I come to thee the 


& eternal Being, the Spirit of Life, the Center of 


* Reſt, the Stay of Creation, the Fulneſs of all 


& Things, I join myſelf to thee, with thee I will 


* lead my Life, and ſpend my Days with whom 


4 I hope todwell for ever. My God k look to 
© thee, to thee alone, no Man, no worldly Crea- 


c ture made me, none of them did redeem me, 
4 nor renew my Soul, nor will juſtify me at thy 
«© Bar, nor forgive my Sin, nor ſave me from thy 
«« penal Juſtice, nor be a full or perpetual Felicity 
4 for my Soul. To thee I reſign my ſelf for I 
« am thine own. To thee I ſubje& all the Powers 
« of my Soul and Body, for thou art my rightful 


6% Sovereign. From thee I thankſully accept all 


4 the Benefits and Comforts of my Life. In thee I 
« expect my true Felicity and Content; to know 
it ee, love thee, and delight in thee, muſt be my 


«* Blefledneſs, or I muſt have none: There is no 


& Other real Joy, and in the Deſires and Motions 
of my Soul, | ſaid that thou, and only thou 
6 art its reſting Place, and though love do now 
« but ſearch, and pray, and cry, and weep, and. 
6 js reaching upwards but cannot reach the glori- 
4% ous Light, the bleſſed Knowledge, the pe rfect 
22 Love for which it longeth; yet by its Eye, its 

& Aim 
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© not elſe aſcend to thee; let it conſume this Droſs, 
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Aim, its Motion, its Moans, its Groans, I know 
its Meaning, where it would be, and IL know 


its End; my diſpleaſed Soul will never be well till 


it comes near to thee, 'till it knows thee betten 


and loves thee more: O! let me have no other 
Portion, no Reaſon, no Life, but what is devo- 


ted to thee, employ'd for thee and on thee, and 
ſhall be perſected in thee the only perfected Object 


forever upon the Holy Altar erected by thy Son, 


and by his Hands and Mediation; I humbly devote 
and offer thee this Heart: O! that I could ſay 
wy greater feeling ; this flaming, loving, long- 


ing Heart, but the ſacred Fire which muſt 


kindle on my Sacrifice muſt come from thee, it will 


ſo the nobler Part may know its Home ; I hope 
it is waſh'd in precious Blood, and there is ſome- 


what in it that is thine own; it ſtill looks to- 
wards thee, and follows after thee, and will be. 
content with Gold and Myrrh, and Honour, 
and ſuch Fooleries no more, it lies at thy Door 


and will de entertained or periſh; tho' alas it 


loves thee not. as it ſhould, I boldly ſay it loves 
to love thee, it ſeeks and craves no greater Bleſ- 


ſedneſs than perfect endleſs mutual Love, it is 


vowed to thee, even to thee alone, and will 
never take up with Shadows more, but is reſolv'd 
to lie down in Sorrow and Deſpair, if thou wilt 


not be its Reſt and Joy, it — itſelf for loving 
thee no more, accounting no Want, Infirmity, 


Shame or Pain, ſo great and grievous a Ca- 


lamity. 


„ For- thee the glorious bleſſed God it is ; that I 


i _ 
9 


come to Jeſus Chriſt, if he did not reconcile my 
guilty Soul to thee, and did not teach it the hea- 
venly Art and Work of Love by the ſweet Com- 


munications of thy Love, he could be no Saviour 


for me, it muſt be a Teacher ſent from thee, that 
66 muſk 
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(MY 


et muſt conduct me to thee; no Traveller, Book, or 


c Creature, which I can ſee doth tell me more than 


« Jeſus Chriſt. Tcan find no way fo ſuitable to my 


6% Soul, no Medicine ſo fitted to my Mitery, no 


. Bellows ſo fit to kindle Love as Faith in Chriſt 
« Jeſus; I ſee no Doctrine ſo divine and heavenly, 
© nor any which ſo purely pleads thy Cauſe, and 


© calls the Soul from Self and Vinity and con- 
* demns its Sin, and purifies it, and leads it directly 


« to thee, on thee therefore my dear Redeemer do 


„ caſt and truſt my finful Soul, with thee and 
„ with thy holy. Spirit I renew my Covenant, 
* I know no other, I have no other, I can have 


* no other Saviour but thy Self, to thee I deliver vp 
© my Soul which thou haſt redeemed, not to be ad- 


* vanced to the Wealth, Honour, Pleaſure of this 
„ World, but to be deliver'd from them, and to be 


*. heal'd of Sin, and brought to God, and to be 
« ſaved from this preſent vile World, to ve waſh'd in 


«© thy Blood, and illuminated, quicken'd and con- 


% firm'd by thy Spirit, and conducted in thy Ways 
* of Holineſs and Love, and at laſt to be preſented, 


& juſtified, and ſpotleſs to the Father of Spirits, and 
« poſſeſt of that Glory which thou haſt promis'd ; 
« O!] thou that haſt prepar'd ſo dear a Medicine 
« for the cleaning of polluted Souls, leave not my 
16 Soul in its Guilt or Pollution: O cauſe me in my 
« Degree to know the Father, acquaint me with 
& ſo much of his Will as concerns my Duty. 
leave not my Soul to grope in Darkneſs, ſeeing 


thou art the Son and Lord of Light: O heal my 


& enſtranged Thoughts of God, is he my Light and 
« Life, and all my Hopes? and muſt I dwell with 
„ him for ever, and yet ſhall I know him no bet- 


e ter than thus? ſhall I learn no more that have 


* ſuch a Teacher? and ſhall I get no nearer him? 


«© while I have a Saviour and a Head to rear: O give 


* my Faith a clearer proſpect into that better 
World, and let me not be ſo much unacquainted - 
EE « with 


— 


* 
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with the Place in which I hope to abide for 
ever, and as much as thou haſt prepared a Heaven 
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for Holy Souls, prepare the Soul for Heaven, 
that hath not long to ſtay on Earth, and when 
at Death J reſign it into thy Hands, receive it as 
thy own, and finiſh the Work which thou haſt be- 
gun, in placing it among the bleſſed Spirits, 
who are filled with the Sight and Love of God: 
I truſt thee living, let me truſt thee dying, and 
and never be aſhamed of my Truſt. O Bleſſed 
Jeſus fiil my Heart with an unquenchable Love 
to thee, that I may love thee with my whole 
Heart, and with all the Powers of my inward 
Parts, having thee in my Heart and in my Mouth, 


and before my Eyes always, and every where ſo 
that there may be no Place in me open to adul- 


terous Love. 


44 Unto thee the eternal Holy Spirit proceeding 
from the Father and the Son the Communicative 


Love, who condeſcends to make perfect the 


E!e& of God do I deliver up this dark imper- 


fect Soul to be further renewed confirmed and 


perfected according to the Holy Covenant. Re- 


fuſe not to bleſs it with thy inbred Operations, 
quicken it with thy Life, enlighten it, ſanctify it 
by thy Love, actuate it powerfully, purely, and 
conſtantly by thy Holy Motions, Alas I feel, I 


daily feel that I am dead to all good, and all. 


that, is good is dead to me if thou be not the Life 
of all. O thou that haſt begun and given me 


thoſe heavenly Intimations and Deſires which 


Fleſh and Blood could never give me, ſuffer not 


my Folly to quench thoſe Sparks, nor the Fleſh 


to prevail, nor the Devil againſt a heavenly{Seed, 


depart not ſrom my finful Soul, as thou art the 
Agent and Advocate of jeſus Chriſt, O plead 


his Cauſe effectually in my Soul againſt the Sug- 
geſtions of Satan and my Unbelief, and finiſh his 
„ 5 healing 


(6600 
( healing ſaving Work in me, be in me the Witneſs 
e of my Lord, the Author of my Prayers the Spicit 
« of Adoption, the Seal of God and the Earneſt of 
« mine Inheritance. O ſhed chat Love upon my 
4 Heart, which may keep it in a continual Life 
1 of Love, Teach me the Work which I mug 
« do in Heaven, refreſh my Soul with the Delights 
„ of Holineſs, and the Joys which ariſe from the 
«« believing Hopes on everlaſting Joys. Exerciſe my 
« Heart and Tongue in the holy Praiſes of my 
„ Lord, ſtrengthen me in Sufferings, . and conquer 
ee the Terrors of Death and Hell; make me the 
de more heavenly by how much the faſter I am 
c haſtening to Heaven. Let my laſt Thoughts, 
« Words and Works on Earth, be likeſt to thoſe 
'« which ſhall be my firſt in the State of glorious 
. Immortality, where God will forever be all in 
4 all, of whom, and through whom, and to whom 
4 are all Things, to whom be Glory for ever. 
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EE great Lord of the World hath placed the 


Children of Men in this Earth as Stewards, 


Mat. 25. and delivers to every one his Talents, to 
| ſome more, to ſome leſs, under a Truſt or Charge 
to employ the ſame, that they may be kept in con- 


tinual Action, to their own advantage and the good 


of others, and the Glory and Praiſe of God, who 


hath a Complacency in beholding a Conformity in 
his Creatures to his own perfect Will: He has an- 


nexed Rewards and Puniſhments as they improve or 
miſimprove their Talents, proportionable to their 


Faithfulneſs or Negligence ; the great Day of Ac- 


count will be the great Day of Judgment, when the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt will call every one to his Account, 
he may ſay, I have formerly made you Stewards of 


my Bleſſings upon Earth, I now call for an Account, 


give your Anſwers, here are the Particulars with 
which I charge you, anſwer truly for I have a Con- 


troler within your own Conſciences, and a Controler 


without you my Book of Remembrance, in which is 
ſet down all that ever you have done, or ſpoke, or 
thought : I have given each of you an immortal 


Y Soul to take care of, Underſtanding and Reaſon to 
= guide your Actions, Memory, a Conſcience to direct 


and check you in doing ill, to encourage you in 
doing well, I have laid open to you the Works of 


my Power and Providence, I have given you Speech 
to advantage one another, I have given you time of 
Life in this World, a Seaſon to exerciſe thoſe other 
Talents I have — you with, I have given 


you 
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you Rule and Dominion over my Creatures, allow- 
ing you the Uſe of them for Food and Raiment, I 
given you ſome Health of Body, Strength, Beauty, 
Comelineſs, Wealth and Riches, Reputation and 
Eſteem, great Succeſs, a good Education, kind Re- 
lations, faithful Friends, good Laws, the written 
Word of God to acquaint you with my Will and the 
Way to eternal Life, the Word Preached, Sacra- _ 
ments, and powerful Motions of the Spirit upon your 
Conſciences, ſpecial Providences, Chaſtiſements and 
Corrections, ſingular Opportunities have been put in- 
to your Hands of Inſtructing the Ignorant, deliver- 
ing the Oppreſt, promoting my Honour: Theſe are 
Tome of the many Talents which I have committed 
to you, though in different Degrees, give up your 
Account how you have employed them. The good 
Steward will ſay, I have not improved my Talents 
according to that Ability thou - haſt lent me, I offer 
the Merits of my Redeemer to ſupply my defeR, 
and to make good what is wanting in my Account 
yet according to thy Command, I do humbly render 
my diſcharge of the Truſt thou haſt committed to 
me as follows : In general, as to all the Bleſſings 
and Talents wherewith thou haſt intruſted me, I have 
locked up to the with a thankful Heart as the Author 
and Giver of them, I have looked on myſelf as un- 
worthy of them, I have looked on them as comitted 
to my Truſts to manage for the ends for which they 
were given, the honour of my Lord and Maſter: 
J have been watchful and ſober in the Uſe of them, 
if through Weakneſs or Temptation I have miſim- 
ployed any of them, I have been reſtleſs till I have 
repented and reformed, I have always eſteemed my 
Soul to be ineſtimable Treaſure, a little Picture of 
thy ſelf in its ſpiritual Nature and Immortality, and 
I have endeavoured to recover for it thy mortal 
Image, and dreſs it for an eternal Enjoyment of 
thee in the World of happy Spirits; as to my 22 
| F ave 
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I have endeavoured according to thy Command to 
tame it and bring it under Subjection, to govern all 
its Appetites within the Limits of Purity and Hon. _ 
our, that ſo it may be a fit Temple for thy holy 
Spirit to dwell in, and might have comfortable Aſ- 
ſurance that it ſhall riſe among the Bodies of the 
Saints to immortal Honour. I have made a Cove-- 
nant with my Eyes that they ſhould not rove after 
Vanity, but beholding thy Works of Wonder and 
Wiſdom, in reading thoſe Books that inſtru me in 
the great Concernment of eternal Li'e : I have flopt 
my Ears againſt ſinful or unprofitable Diſcourſe: I 
have been liſtening to thoſe Things that might in- 
_ creaſe my Faith, Knowledge and Piety ; I have kept 
them open to the cry of the Poor and Oppreſſed to 
relieve them: I have been careful to govern my 
Senſes and ſenſual Appetites by my Reafon, and 
govern my Reaſon by thy Word: I have looked up- 
on it as a Ray of divine Light, and have uſed it for 
thee, and employed it aright: I looked on it as thy 
Talent, and gave thee the Glory, Uſe, and Service 
of it. As to my Memory that wonderful Faculty : 
I have admired thy Wiſdom, Power, and Pertec- 
tions: I have endeavoured to Treaſure up in it thoſe 
things that might be of . moſt uſe for the Life to come, 
and moſt conducible to the attaining of it. | 
Thy Mercies, Directions, Promiſes, Command, 
my own Vows, Reſolutions, Experiences, Faſtings. 
To keep me conſtant in my Duty, dependant on thy 
_ Goodneſs, Humble and Penitent: I have ſtudyed to 
forget Injuries, vain and hurtful Diſcourle, or wha 
might keep out better Things. 0 
The next employ of my Memory has been to 
aſſiſt me in my Calling, Converſation, performing 
my Promiſes, preſerving good and lawful Learning 
that I might ſerve thee, and my Generation, improve 
in Knowledge and Wiſdom, As to my Conſcience 
and the Light thou haſt given me from thy Word, 
I have furniſhed it with the moſt pure and divine 
„ F 2 Principles; 
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Principles; I hive endeavoured to keep it clean, and 
encourage it as thy Vicegerent over my Soul; in all 
my Actions J have adviſed with it, neither ſtifled 
forced, nor bribed it, and ſubjected my Will, Pur- 
poſcs, and Actions to it; when I have done amiſs * 
ſubmitted to its Reproofs and Chaſtiſements, I have 
more feared a ſeared Conſcience, than a ſharp ſcru- 
pulous one, this latter more troubleſome yet more 
ſafe; I have forborn what might be properly NR 
rither than do what might be poſſibly unlawful ; a 
every Night brought the Days Actions to a freſh 
Cenſore, if well done I was thankful, if done amiſs 
Tfved to thee for Pardon, and Grace to prevent the 
like Miſcarriages, hereby I have kept my Peace with 
thee, ang learnt watchfuloeſs for the time to come. 


As touching the Warks - * 0 reation and 
Providence. 


71 E vaſtneſs of the Works mine Ey es; be: 
hold, their Beauty, O der, Utefulneſs the 
res ular Motion of the heavenly Bodies, the fruitful- 
neſs of the Earth, the uſefulneſs of the Creatures 
prove that there is a God, the firſt cauſe of all their 
Being and Motion; hence J learn the more to Hon- 
our, Reverence, and Admire thee, to Worlhip, Serve, 
and Ovey thee ; to Love and Adore thee as the Foun- 
| tain of all Being and Good, to walk awfully as being 
always under thine Eye, 
3 As to my Speech, I have "TIA careful not to of- 
—_ ſend- with my Tongue, my Words have been few, 
NT ſeaſoned with Grace and with Uſefulneſs, though 
tranſclent 


= 
tranſcient and paſling away, yet treaſured up in thy 
Remembiance, By my Words I ſhall be juflified or 
condemned, my Tongue has been uſed to ſet forth 
thy Glory, to inſtruct Others, to reprieve Vice, in 
Courage and Virtue to call upon thy Name in Prayer 
and Praiſe, to perſwade to Peace, Charity, and good 
Works. e 


As touching my time of Life I have duly con - 


ſidered what it is, and to what end given me that it's 
| ſhort Minutes and Opportunities that are paſt,are 
irrecoverably loſt, time before me is uncertain and 
ſhort, I know not how ſhort, whether a Year, aWeek, 


a Day, or an Hour, yet on this little uncertain Por- 
tion of time and the uſe of it, depends my everlaſting 


Happineſs or Miſery, it is not to be ſpent in Idleneſs, 
nor to gain Riches, Honour, Reputation, when Sick- 
neſs or Death comes, theſe will be infipid and uſeleſs, 
time is given us for a higher end, to prepare ſor Eter- 
nal Happineſs, and for our great Account to be made 
meet and fit for the heavenly Glory. 5 55 
Upon theſe Conſiderations I have endeavoured to 


Husb-nd theſe ſhort uncertain important Talents as 


well as I could, iy avoiding finful Imployments, Idle- 
neſs, long Feaſting, exceſſive Sleep, impertinent 
Viſits, ſeeing Plays, unneceſſary Recreations, imperti- 
nen S-udies that ſerve for no good Purpoſe, but have 
exerciſed my ſelf in my Calling, as an Act of Duty 

and O-edience to thee, acting in it thoſe vertues of 
Chrittianity that might be honourable to thy Name, 


ol good Examples to others, improvement of Grace 


to my elf, uſeing in it Diligence without Anxiety, 
Dependance on thee without Preſumption, Content- 
edneſs, Patience, Thankfulnels, Honeſly, Plain- 
Dealing. Liberality, ſo Converting that very Imploy- 
ment, andthe Time ſpent therein to Uſe and Advan- 


tage of my Lord and Maſter, the good Examples of 


others, and the increaſe of my ſpiritual as well as tem- 
poral Intereſt; by a careful Obſervation of Time ſet 
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e for religious Duties, eſpecially the Lord's Day, | 
not mingling with it ſecular Thoughts or Imploy- 


ments; but with much A'tention, Strictneſs and 
Care, laying hold on thoſe Times and Opportunities, 
by ſetting a part ſome Time for Prayer and Reading 
thy Word, which I conſtantly obſerved, by making 


the great and one Thing neceſſary the chief and prin- 


_ Ciple Buſineſs of my Life, ſtriving to conform to my 


great Pattern, and to have him formed in my Heart, 


and his Life in mine, Crucifying my ſelf to the 
World, and the World to me, fitting my ſelf for 


Death, Judgment, and Eternity, in theſe and the like | 


Imployments I eſteem ny Time beſt ſpent, 


a” een — a r — — ä ** 


Ti lebte thy Crates, and the Us of them, 


aud the Domi nion over them. 


Have received them as thine with Thankfulneſs, 


when I have had Increaſe I looked on thee as 
tte Giver, and ſought to thee for a Bleſſing upon 
them in my Uſe of them, and received them as a 
Truſt, uſed them with Temperance, not to Luxury 
or vain Glory, not to exceſs in Meat or Drink, 
with Mercy towards the Creatures which thou didft 


put under my Power, abhorring thoſe Sports which 


conſiſted in torturing them. 
My learning of natural Cauſes and Effects of 
A ts and pciences, J have eſteemed but as Droſs in 


Compariſon of the Knowledge of. thee and thy Pn 


Chriſt. 


wh - 


Concerning Prudence, 


Dealing is beſt, as well Public as Private, my Heart 


— 2 — that Honeſty and Plain- 


always went along with my Tongue. 
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Cencerning Bodily Endowments, Health, 
Strength and Beauty, h 
Looked on my Body but as the Inſtrument for | 


the Exerciſe of my Soul, and a Cottage wherein 
it might inhabit and perfect itſelf, and have been 


careful to keep it uſeful for the End, not by aver 
much Severity to tire it, nor overmuch pampering 

and pleaſing to make it unruly and maſterleis, I hold 
the latter far more dangerous. | 
In my firmeſt Health it was my Care ſo to order 


my Life and Actions, as if the next Hour might take 


away my Life and Health too. 


I eſteemed Strength and Beauty thy Bleſſings, 1 
looked upon a beautiful Countenance as a juſt Re- 
prehenſion of a deformed Mind, hut never a Matter 


of Pride or vain Glory, becauſe it is thy Giift, 


= 
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Concerning my W ealth and outward Eſtate; 


Eſteemed them the Gifts of thy Providence and 
Bleſſing, rather chan of my Power and Induſtry, 


I did not by them meaiure thy Favour, or the Good- 
| neſs and Safety of my Condition, theſe thou diſpen» 
ſeſt indifferently to the Good and Bad, 


My Wealth made me more jealous of my Condi- 


tion than ſecure in it, | often begyed my Portion * 


might not be in this Life, I eſteemed not myſelf the 
better Man, nor. the better Chriſtian for having them, 
'Tlook'd upon no more given me but for Neceſ- 


ſaries, the reſt not mine but my Maſtei's, rather my 


Burden 
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Burden chan my Poſſeſſion, the more I had the more 
was my Care, the greater my Charge and Solicitude, 


to be a faithful Stewaid of it, to the Honour of my | 


Maſter. 

I rejoiced that he efteemed my- Wife, and faithful 
in committing this Truſt to me, I durſt n embezzel 
it in Exerciſes, or in advancing myſelf or my Poſterity, 
but I employed the Overplus in ſupport of the Mini- 
ſtry, and Relief of the Poor, I kept a looſe Affection 
towards it, if I had it, I eſteemed it in Increaſe of 
my Account and Care, if I loſt it without my own 
Folly or Fault, I looked on that Loſs as the Diſcharge 
of ſo much of my Account, { had the leſs to anſwer 
for: Theſe Things I knew IT mutt leave at Death, 
and they are Temptations to Pride and Luxury. 

Touching my Reputation ang Credit : I ſet not my 
Heart upon it, I uſed all Fidelity and Honeſty, and 
took Care it ſhould not be loſt by any Default of 
mine, and if notwithſtanding all this my Reputation 
be ſoiled by evil envious Men, or An: els, I'll pat ent- 
ly hear it, and content myſelf with the Serenity of 
my own Conlcience. 


-—_ 
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Two for PRAYERS. 


66 


o holy, gracious d ee "PE the 

God and Father of our Lord Jeius Chriſt, 

and thro” him our God and Father: In his Name 
we worſhip at thy Footſtool, adoring thy Mzjcity, 


bleſling thee for thy Mercies, and praying for tne 


Continuance thereof: Innumerable have been thy 
| Mercies to us: Thy Power brought us out of no- 
thing; thy Goodneſs has preſerved us ; and when 
by Sin we were become worſe than nothing, thy 


Grace redeemed us. We are bound by the Law to 
ſerve and glorify thee ; * to thee in our Bap- 
| tim 
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tiſm, invited by thy Mercy, and encouraged by thy 
Promiſes. Notwithſtanding this, we muſt confeſs 
with Shame, that we have forgotten thee, and rebel- 
| led againſt thee 5 forgotten the God to whom we 
were devoted, and ſerved the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, which we had renounced. We are 
by Nature Children of Wrath, and have been 

guilty of ſeveral great and heinous Sins; yet did 
not thy Mercy leave us to periſh in our Sins. 0 
aſtoniſhing Grace! has offered, and doſt giill offer us 

Pardon and Salvation. May this Grace lead us to 

| Repentance. Give us a Heart truly broken for 

Sin; convince us of our Need of Chriſt ; and diſ- 
poſe us to believe in him. On Chriſt's Merits we 

depend, to his Interceſſion we truſt ; for his Sake 

' pardon our Sins, though they have abounded ; may 

thy Grace thro* him much more abound. We con- 
demn ourſelves; Lord condemn us not: give us 
- "thy holy Spirit, ſanRify all the Powers of our Souls, 
and Members of our Bodies: Turn us from Sin to 
thy bleſſed ſelf, that we may love thee moſt fervent- _ 

ly, chuſe thee as our Portion, and delight in thee 
as cur Happineſs : Convince us more of the Evil of 
Sin, the Vanity of the Creature, the Riches of 

_ Chriſt, the Excellency and Neceſſity of - Helineſs, 

the Value of our Souls, and the Weight of Eter- 
nity. May theſe Things appear to us now, as they 
will appear on our Death Bed. Subdue the Re- 
mains of our Corruption, confirm and quicken our 
Graces ; make us more deſirous of Heaven, and 
more meet for it. In the mean Time, fit us for thy 
whole Will, teach us to improve all Providences, 
May all of them work for good; may nothing ſe- 
parate us from thee. Make us ſerviceable in our Ge- 
neration, a Bleſſing to the Place where we live. 
May we do our Duty in all our Relations. Bleſs 
the King's Majeſty, and all inferiour Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters and People; bleſs our Relations, do good 
; — 


to our Benefactors, 
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nd 8 our Enemies, ſup- 


port the afflicted, ſuccour the diſtreſſed, and deliver 
the tempted ; guide us and them thro* the World, 
and preſerve us blameleſs to thy heavenly Kingdom, 
for the Sake of thy bleſſed Son o our Saviour, the Lord 


Jeſus Obrik. 


Saviour of Sinners. 


A Child's PRAYER. 


Lord, 


I am a poor Child, I was born in 
Sin, 'and am by Nature a Child of the Devil, 
and am in Danger to go to Hell, and to be burned 
for ever for my Sins: Tho haſt given Chriſt to bea 


O Jet him be my Saviour ! For 


his Sake, O Lord, forgive me my Sins, and let me 
be born again, and be made thy Child: Love me as 
thy Child, and help me to love thee as my Father, 
and give myſelf to thee as thine own Child; keep 
me from all Sin; keep me from Lying, Stealing, and 
Frowardneſs in its Unrulineſs, Idleneſs, and Childiſh 
Make me obedient to my Parents and Gover- 
nors, to hear their Inſt ructions, obey their Com- 
mands, and ſubmit to their Reproofs: Work a Work 


Folly, 


of Grace in my Heart; and as I grow up in Years 


fo let me grow up in thy Fa our: 


2 


Be thou my God 


and Father, and take Care of me from henceforth and 
for ever. 


Our Father, Sc. 


FINIS. 


